






















The Association also held the following retreats :
- The 4th  Retreat of ASSECAA, Addis Ababa-Ethiopia 24-25 
Sept, 2011; Themes discussed were :
- “The Role of Second Chambers in Ensuring political and 
socio-economic justice to establish peace and security”.
- “Strategies for successful developing economies-lessons - “Strategies for successful developing economies-lessons 
from Ethiopia”. 
- “Impacts of globalization and current financial crises in the 
west on economic development in Africa and the Arab world 
and ways out “.

- The  5- The  5th Retreat of the Association of Senates Shoora and 
Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab World, 
Bujumbura, Burundi , from the 29th to the 30th of November 
2013. The meeting was themed "Afro-Arab Cultural 
Renaissance: Contributions of Parliaments in Cultural 
Exploration, Preservation, Promotion and Development"
- The 6- The 6th Retreat of the Association of Senates Shoora and 
Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab World, Amman 
,Jordan, 24 - 25 September, 2014 ;The retreat had its theme 
as “ The role of parliaments in combating corruption, 
conflicts and promoting regional integration ‘’ .

- The 7- The 7th Retreat of the Association of Senates, Shoora and 
Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab World , 26 – 27 
November 2016, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia ; The Retreat had 
its theme as “The Role of Parliamentarians in Combating 
Climate change in Africa and the Arab World regions”.  
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- The 8th Retreat of the Association of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent 
Councils in Africa and the Arab World (ASSECAA), 20 - 21 May ,2017, in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia ; The meeting deliberated upon the following three 
key themes : -
 Good governance  
- Responsibilities of the present generations in ensuring peace and 
security for the future generations. 
- Sustainable development.- Sustainable development.
Retreats usually involve speakers and representatives of member Retreats usually involve speakers and representatives of member 
councils as well as elite of thinkers, scholars, experts and political 
analysts, who present a knowledge framework pertaining to specific 
issues that concern ASSECCAA - one of the topmost priorities of 
parliamentary diplomacy set for  the association.   Retreats are among 
the most expandable activities that form a solid ground for common 
cooperation among member states in such a manner that sets for 
forging political and economic grouping deemed instrumental in 
attaining ASSECAA's objectives. They also represent a veritable forum for 
exchanging views among  senates/councils as well as second chambers 
in member countries  with an aim to overcome the problems facing the 
international comity of nations, while adopting dialogue as the optimum 
means for resolving simmering  conflicts   between the North and the 
South. Also, during such events, members used to share ideas and 
experiences with sister organizations that usually attend ASSECAA's 
activities at the General Secretariat's invitation.   
- The Association also held its 9th Retreat in Bujumbura,  Burundi, 18 - - The Association also held its 9th Retreat in Bujumbura,  Burundi, 18 - 
20 September, 2022. The meeting discussed two main topics: " The 
repercussions of the Corona pandemic on Arab and African Economies 
as well as government response " and " The Impacts of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war on supply chains and the prices of food and 
energy ".
-ASSECAA's 10th Retreat was held in Ezulwini,  Kingdom of Eswatini from -ASSECAA's 10th Retreat was held in Ezulwini,  Kingdom of Eswatini from 
May 11 to 12, 2023. The meeting discussed two significant topics- " The 
successive global economic crises and their effects on African and Arab 
economies " and " The Significance of Green Economy in Supporting 
Sustainable Development in Africa and the Arab World ".
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- The 6th Conference  and 7th Council meeting  were held in Bujumbura, 
Burundi From  22 - 23  March 2012.
- The 7th Conference and 8th Council   Meeting were held in Manama, Kingdom 
of Bahrain from 28 - 29 May 2013.
- The 8th Conference and 9th Council Meeting took place at the headquarters 
of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 5 - 6 April 2014.
-- The 9th Conference   and the 10th Council Meeting were held in Khartoum, 
Sudan, from 30 - 31 March 2016.
- The 10th Conference   and the 11th Council Meeting were held in Rabat, 
Kingdom of Morocco from 20 - 21 September 2017.
AllAll these council meetings and conferences were successful by all standards 
in respect of attendance, enthusiasm and participation. Further, the issues 
discussed or the topics reviewed in the speeches and interventions of 
delegates indicated that the Association was greatly hopeful for playing 
significant roles, particularly in parliamentary diplomacy that can serve as a 
voice for Africa and the Arab world while advocating for issues of common 
interest to member and non-member countries.
-- ASSECAA also held its 11th Conference and 12th Council Meeting in Rabat,  
Morocco from 4 - 5 March 2022. On the sidelines of this same conference,  
the constituent meeting of the South- South Dialogue Forum " was also 
organized. The meeting, which involved Arab,  African,  Latin America and 
Caribbean Parliaments,  declared Rabat the capital of " South- South 
Cooperation
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Other ASSECAA Activities :
1- ASSECAA Cup of Excellence :
TTo encourage scientific research, ASSECAA General Secretariat 
held research competitions among the students of several 
Yemeni universities, mainly Sana’a University, University of 
Science and Technology and the Lebanese University.  The first 
festival was held in 2013 at Faculty of Agriculture, Sana’a 
University, during which distinguished students who excelled in 
conducting research and studies were honored and awarded 
valuablevaluable prizes.  The second contest was held in 2014 at Jamal 
Abdul Nassr hall, Faculty of Arts, Sana’a University, with the 
winners awarded truly worthwhile prizes and their research 
studies published in the first and second versions of ASSECAA 
compendium “Vision and Achievements”.    
In 2017, ASSECAA Cup of Excellence contest was held in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, and involved students from a number of 
Ethiopian universities, with toppers, who have their research 
adjudicated by a panel of seasoned varsity professors, granted 
inestimable awards.
2- ASSECAA Day festivals :
Such festivals included the following:
  - ASSECAA Day for Democracy and Human Rights - Sana’a, 
Yemen, 2012.
 - ASSECAA Day for Culture-Sana’a, Yemen, 2013.
- ASSECAA Day for peace , security and good governance - 
Sana’a, Yemen, 2014.
-ASSECAA Day celebration- Addis Abab, Ethiopia, May 4, 2017.
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