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Message from the Chairman of
ASSECAA

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the 2™ Edition of the
book ‘ASSECAA: Vision and
Achievements’ which is an annual
publication of the general secretariat
of the Association based in Yemen.
It is a book that targets to bring to
lime light the activities/programmes
of ASSECAA, which include the
relations between the member
countries, retreats which aim at
sensitizing members oftheir functions
as legislators and encourage them
in the cross-fertilization of ideas
between them. It also buttresses the
contributions of member countries
towards the achievement of the
association’s goals.

I would like to recognize today in this
book the strenuous efforts that have
been made and the energies devoted
to the life of the association by the
Speakers of Member Councils, who
have at one time or another assumed
the chairmanship of our Association
and the management of the
Secretariat to achieve the objectives
of ASSECAA.

The Association reached maturity
this year as it celebrated its 10®
anniversary at the African Union
hall, Addis Ababa, on the 5" of April
2014. This requires all stakeholders
in the association and others who feel

concerned in forging a solid afro-
Arab cooperation to work harder and
give more attention and commitment
towards the values and principles of
Arab and African civilizations and
to have more faith in the ability of
our peoples and their representatives
to carry out the strategic role as
a geographic, demographic, and
historical entity rich in achievements
that benefit humanity.

We have marched along with the
efforts and endeavors exerted by
individuals and organizations to
consolidate the desire in having
African and Arab regions peaceful,
stable and to realize fast economic
development that brings about
prosperity to our peoples. We confirm
today the importance of what has so
far been achieved since the creation
of the Association with respect to
enhancing its role in extending a
robust bridge for consolidating the
bonds of economic and sustainable
cooperation, joint action among Arab
and African countries as well as the
attainment of the noble objectives and
principles for which the Association
was founded.

However, let me reiterate that Africa
and the Arab World cannot achieve
the desired goals in the midst of lack
of good governance, threats from
corruption, terrorism and violence.
The wars, rumors of wars and hunger
that have taken the centre stage
following the conflicts that have



engulfed our two regions constitute a
setback for our development.

I believe that we need to move beyond
rendering good speeches. What we
need right now in Africa and the Arab
World is collective action. Action to
bring about good governance action
against corruption, action against
terrorism, action against violence and
action against hunger without which
our efforts towards development will
be in vain.

Member councils of ASSECAA
in collaboration with each other
can through their instruments of
legislation, representation, information
counseling and oversight in their
different governments venture to fight
corruption and terrorism, promote
peace and security, and foster efforts
for food security and employment
opportunities .

The same instruments can work
in empowering and enlightening
our women population to enable
them participate in the politics of
our countries and share with us
the responsibility of establishing
good governance and stand against
the vices that draw us back from
development.

I would like to remind all readers
that the philosophy of any political
entity 1s to gather people,women
and men of all ages from diverse
socio-cultural backgrounds around a
common passion, joint activity and
common values. It is this diversity
and mixture that make the richness
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of a political entity like ASSECAA
tick as i1t allows exchange of ideas,
sharing of experiences and tolerate
differences in order to achieve a
common goal.

As you read this publication, it is my
earnest desire that you will strive to
achieve the above points within your
association’s political entity, with
other persons and organizations. This
1ssuebringstolightstoreofknowledge
that were shared by participants or
delegates from member councils and
which might not have been conveyed
to other members of councils. By
publishing this issue ASSECAA has
now started venturing to reach other
members of the Senates, Shoora
and equivalent councils. This will
definitely help those members who
have not got the opportunity to
participate in ASSECAA meetings to
know the gist of the matter. I pray
that this book would find a place in
the councils’/senates’ shelves and
serve as a reference material in any
way it can for those who will come
across it.

H.E Kassa Teklebrahn,

Speaker of the House of
Federation of Ethiopia
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FOREWORD

Rationality confirms that humanity
demands of every one of us to strive to
make the world a better place for living.
This goes along with the very purpose for
which mankind exists; to live in peace
with his environment and to develop
everything around him, focusing on the
betterment of himself, which aims at
ultimate wellbeing of the universe.

The founders of the Association of Senates,
Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa
and the Arab World (ASSECAA) have
felt the need to pull together the scattered
efforts of the various Senates, Shoora and
Equivalent Councils into one joint and
strong institution and have established
ASSECAA to help them contribute their
share towards making the world a better
place to live in.

This noble and ultimate wellbeing of every
rational being must be firmly inculcated
into our minds to the extent that every one
of us is readily conscious about it. This
requires systematic effort of those who
have assumed leadership through public
trust to raise the level of public awareness.

The leaders of ASSECAA have agreed to
organize three to four meetings every year
to enable their delegates to come together
and share ideas and experiences on how
to execute the objectives they set for their
Association.

Over the last decade those delegates
who got the opportunity to attend such
meetings have benefited a lot to advance
our common objectives one step forward.

We at the General Secretariat felt the need
to bring to light the wealth of knowledge
confined only to those delegates who
participated in ASSECAA programs and
we decided to use this second Issue of
ASSECAA Vision and Achievements” as
a means to publicize it.

The above is made possible by concerted
efforts of our staff who tried their best
to identify the required documents,
summarize each article and make it ready
for publication. They also undertook
the required translation and design, and
above all assumed the responsibility of an
Editorial Board.

In recognition of their commendable
effort we have acknowledged their input
in the book.

Without the support of all our council
members who hosted our various meetings
and the encouragement of our Speakers
and Heads of delegations, none of our
achievements could have been possible.

In my concluding remark, we at the
General Secretariat call for our members’
continuous support and encouragement
to carry out ASSECAA’s objectives of
contributing its quota to make our world
a better place to live in.

Abdulwasie Yusuf Ali

Secretary General



Introduction

Afro-Arab cooperation is considered as one of
the oldest regional cooperation initiatives, as it
far exceeds a simple geographical relationship to
cover deeper aspects of economic, cultural and
human ties. This cooperation has been established
through the course of long centuries of social
mobility and cultural interaction between Arab
and African worlds.

This has culminated in launching formal and
institutional relationships between Africa and the
Arab world, especially after the first Africa-Arab
summit, convened in March 1977 in Cairo. The
summit witnessed the establishment of several
institutions for cooperation in various fields.
During the past four decades, strong efforts have
been made to boost Afro-Arab cooperation in the

economic, financial and cultural areas (BADEA,
2005).

By the 1970s substantial Arab-African
cooperation had already come into being and
was institutionalized at the summit in Cairo in
1977. The goal was to bring about a balance of
interests between Arab oil states that acquired
substantial foreign currency revenue and the
resource and water-rich African states. With
financial investment from the Arab states, both the
economic development of Aftica and the supply
of food (the “breadbasket strategy”) and raw
materials from Africa to the Arab states would be
effectuated(GIGA — German Institute of Global
and Area Studies, 2010).

The same hunger for cooperation between Aftica
and the Arab World was rekindled in the hearts
of heads of senates and shoora councils in Africa
and the Arab World who gathered at the sidelines
of the World council of senates held in Paris,
France, in 2000 and decided to take the afro-
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Arab relations further through parliamentary
cooperation. The Association of Senates, Shoora
and Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab
World (ASSECAA ) was therefore created in the
year 2004 to further cement the decisions that
have followed different meetings between 2000
and 2004 when finally it was established.

Among the objectives of the Association is the
promotion of economic, political, social and
cultural cooperation between the two regions.
In line with the set targets, ASSECAA has
continued to organize meetings; programmes
and activities in order to enable it take its rightful
place in the world arena. A detailed account of the
Association’s vision, objectives and activities has
been published in the first edition of “ASSECAA:
Vision and Achievements” in 2013.

This second edition will include an update on
ASSECAA’s activities, profiles of chairpersons
and  pictorial presentations of the above-
mentioned. It shall also comprise the Association’s
vision, statute and its rules of procedure. This will
enable readers gain insight on what ASSECAA
stands for and its modus operandi towards
achieving its objectives.

Since inception, ASSECAA has been involved in
the organization of, and participation in several
meetings geared towards achieving its goals.
Such meetings have been presented boldly in the
first edition of the work. They include the council
and conference of the Association which is the
major decision making organ of the Association,
retreat meetings for parliamentarians, chambers
of commerce meetings for African and Arab
business men and companies, peace and conflict
resolution meetings, women parliamentary
meeting targeting women empowerment in
politics and greater participation in decision
making, etc.
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The book also contains summarized versions
of selected work papers prepared by respected
academicians and public policy experts during
the Association’s different meetings in the areas
of economic cooperation, democracy and human
rights, culture, peace and security and women
empowerment.

They include:

*The Role of Cultural Heritage in Boosting
Understanding among Nations by Dr. Yusuf Mohammed
Abdullah, Professor of Archeology,Sana’a University,
which describes culture as an intellectual and moral
activity that springs from most profound human feelings,
an activity that keeps abreast of time from which it
derives an ability to move on.

*Afro-Arab Spring: Socio-political trajectories
to stem the Global Financial Crises by B.T
Costantinos, Professor of Public Policy, School
of Graduate Studies,Addis Ababa University.
He argued that the subprime crisis is the most
visible of economic derivatives that have spun
out of control with homes losing their values at
unprecedented rate in recent memory.

*Procedural standards for building democracies
by Dr. Saud Mohammed Al-Shawoosh |,
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Center
for Political and Strategic Studies - University
of Sana’a, Yemen who argued that in spite of
the  ambiguity inherent in the definition of
democracy,democratic systems share a common
quality, namely the responsibility of rulers to their
own people, who exercise their oversight role
through representatives chosen in competitive
free and fair elections.

*Exploring the causes and dynamics of armed
ConflictsinAfrica/by OchinyaO. Ojiji Department

of General & Applied Psychology University of
Jos, Nigeria. This paper points out that the loss
of lives and destruction of vital infrastructure for
development that usually accompany the conflicts
in Africa has compounded an already bleak
picture of Africa which is occasioned by disease
as well as mismanagement of resources.

We have mentioned a few papers just to arouse
the interest of readers in discovering the rich and
dynamic contents of this publication. This book
shall also present some of the papers written by
students during the first and second ASSECAA
CUP of Excellence competitions, in 2013 and
2014.

The work also contains major resolutions
and recommendations emanating from the
organization’s conferences and other important
meetings over the years to grant the pubic insight
on how the association intends to realize its
laudable objectives.

It is our earnest expectation that all that would
come across this publication will find it as a
worthy and resourceful preparation that would
meet up with their desired knowledge acquisition
quest.

Nkemjika Egwim

Assistant Secretary General
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ASSECAA’s
manship:

Rotating Chair-

Several heads of member councils/
senates have rotated the chairman-
ship of ASSECAA since its incep-
tion in 2004. Below are profiles of
ASSECAA’s Chairmen:

Current Chairman Mr. Kassa

Teklebrhan Gebrehiwot:

+Education: M.A. in Organizational
Leadership

Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA,

USA (May 2006)
.B.Sc in Eco-
nomics
Civil Service
University
Ethiopia (August
2002)

.Leadership Ex-
periences:
Speaker,

Republic of Ethiopia

*Bureaus Head, Amhara Regional
State of the Federal Democratic Re-
public of Ethiopia:

JIrade and Industry (September
2007 — September 2010),
+Administration and Security (Sep-
tember 2006 — September 2007 and
September 2002 — April 2005),
+Agriculture and Rural Development
(April 2005 — September 2005),
.Public Relations and Mass Mobili-
zation (April 1993 — October 1998),
Deputy Chief Command, National
Detfense, Ethiopia Transitional Gov-
ernment (May 1991 - April 1993)
On job Leadership Experiences:
«Chairperson, Addis Ababa Uni-
versity Management Board (Since

2012)

«Chairperson,Amhara Development
Organization (Since 2009)
Chairperson, ASSECAA (Since
April 2014)

.C%airperson, Subsidy and Shared

Revenues Sharing Standing Com-
mittee, the House of Federation of
the FDRE (Five years)

-Member, Ethio-Sudan Joint Bound-

ary Commission (three years)

.Board Member, Gondar University

*Central Committee and Polite Bu-

reau member, Ethiopian People Rev-

olutionary Democratic Front (the

Ruling Ethiopian Political Party) for

more than Fifteen years

.Committee Member, National Se-

curity Council (three years)

Member, Local Development

Organization (more than Fourteen

years)

.Initiator and Implementer, Inter Re-
1onal Committee on Development,
ood Governance and Conflict

Management between neighboring

States

.Designer and Implementer, Jus-

tice System Reform program (three

years)

Other

.Designed, Implemented and
commanded the armed struggle to
overthrow the Derg Regime(for nine
years).

+Award Winner, International Stu-
dent of the year, Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity

His Excellency Ali bin Saleh Al
Saleh, president of Shoura Coun-
cil of Bahrain:

.Bachelor degree of commerce,

Ain Shams University .

Member of the Constituent Assem-
bly ,1973.
Member of the National Assembl
from 1973 14l _
1975.
.Vice-chairman
of Chamber of]
Commerce and
industry of Bah-
rain.
Member of the
supreme
cil of economic
development




June 11, 2000.

.Member of the Board of trustees of
Bahrain university .

Second Deputy — Speaker of
Shoora council of Bahrain , first
session , 1993.

+Minister of Commerce and Industry
1995 — 2004 .

+Chairman of the Directorate of Bah-
rain Stock Exchange , 1995 — 2004.
+Minister of Municipalities and
Agriculture Affairs, 2005 -2006.
Speaker of Shoora council of
Bahrain, the second legislative term
15 December, 2006.

«Speaker of Shoora council of Bah-
rain , the third legislative term , 14
December , 2010.

«Chairman of ASSECAA , 2013.

Mr. Gabriel Ntisezerana, Presi-
dent of the Senate of Burundi:

H.E Gabriel Ntisezerana, a Burun-
dian economist and politician, He
had assumed the following posi-
tions:

+ The Second
Vice President
of Burundi
from Feb.12,
2007 to Au-
gust 28, 2010.
Speaker of
the Senate of
Burundi from
August, 2010.

Chairman of
ASSECAA’, 2012 .

Madam Rose Francis Rogombe,
President of the Senate of Gabon:
-Hailing from Ghalo tribe, Mrs. Ro-
gombe was born on 20" September,
1942, in the city of Lambarene, 240
km to the northeast of Libreville..

Received education in law, and
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graduated from Nanci Collge of
Law, France.

+Obtained a degree in theology in
2007.
+Worked as a
counselor in
April 2008,
and has been
representing |
the first con-
stituency  in
Lambarene,
the Capital
of the middle
Ogooue region since Jan.1, 2009.
Served as the minister of women
and human rights under prime
minister Leon M’ba..

+Elected speaker of the Senate on
Feb.17, 2009, and served as the act-
ing president of the Republic from
June 10, 2009, following the demise
of late President Omar Bongo
Ondemba, to October 16, 2009,
when Mr. Ali Omar Bongo was inau-
gurated as President of the Republic.
+Assumed the chairmanship of
ASSECAA in 2011.

Dr. Mohammed Cheikh Baidallah,
Speaker of the House of Counse-
lors of Morocco:

+« Born in Samara, Morocco in 1949.
+Obtained a PhD degree in Medicine
in 1979, and worked, during that
same year, as a doctor at Ibn Rushd
hospital, Casablanca.

+Worked as a prominent professor
and researcher in internal medicine at
the Faculty of Medicine, Casablanca,
1987.

+ Elected as a member of Parlia-
ment representing the city of

(4
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Al-Samara 1in 1977, and was ree-
| lected to the

same position

in 1984.

| «Elected chair-

man of the
House of
Counselors’

committees on
foreign affairs,
cooperation, borders, occupied
areas, and national defense.

» Elected chairman of the commit-
tee on supplies, post and telecom-
munications.

Served as the Minister of Health
from 2002 to 2007.

+Assumed the Chairmanship of
ASSECAA in 2010.

H.E Ali Yahya Abdullah,
Speaker of theCouncilof States
of Sudan (2009):

.Born in Al-Junainah, Sudan, 1951.
.Obtained a Bachelor’s degree in
Law at Um Durman Islamic Uni-
versity. He
assumed the
following po-
sitions:
.Chairman of )
West  Darfur
state Court of
Appeal.
+.Chairman ;
of West Darfur State’s Judiciary,
1995.

Member of the Constitutional
Court, 1998.

+» Member of the advisory board at
the Cabinet.

-Member of Darfur committee on

dialogue.
.He Took over the chairmanship of
ASSECAA in 2009.

Late H.E Abdul Aziz Abdul Gha-
ni, Speaker of Shoora Council,
Republic of Yemen (2004-2008):
.Born in Haifan, Taiz, Yemen, in
July 1939.
+Obtained a
Master’s degree
in Economics at
Colorado Uni-
versity, 1964.
.Obtained
honorary PhD [f§
degree in Eco- [
nomics at |
Colorado
University, 1978.
Served as the Prime Minister of
the formerly Yemen Arab Republic
from 1983-1990.
Served as a member of Yemen’s
Presidential Council, 1990.
+Acted as Assistant Secretary
General of the General People’s
Congress (GPC) from 1990-1995.
+Worked as a member of the World
Bank’s advisory board from 1993-
1997.
.Served as Yemen’s premier from
1994-97.
Served as Speakerof theAdvisory
Council, 1997.
Served as Speaker of Shoora
Council from 2001-2011.
Served as Chairman of ASSECAA
from 2004-2008.
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ASSECAA’s Activities

In pursuit of its objectives, ASSECAA has, since its creation, undertaken various activities
out of its keenness to keep up with the accelerated global changes, contribute effectively
to addressing lots of sticking points, and lay down outlines aimed at promoting economic
cooperation, boosting human rights, contributing to conflict resolutions and jump-starting
cultural and parliamentary cooperation among member states.

The following table shows the activities that have so far been undertaken by the Associa-
tion based on the spheres through which ASSECAA seeks to foster sustainable cooperation
between Africa and Arab world.

Table illustrates ASSECAA’s activities based on committees and events:

activities Committee Spheres
Rabat Conference, 2002. Conferences
Constituent conference, Sana’a, Yemen, 2004. Meetings of speakers
Second conference, Sana’a, Yemen, 2007. of member councils

Third conference, Khartoum, Sudan, 2008.
Fourth conference, Rabat, Morocco, 20009.
Fifth conference, Libreville, Gabon, 2011.
Sixth conference, Bujumbura, Burundi, 2012.
Seventh conference,Manama,Bahrain,2013.
eighth Conference,Addis ababa,Ethiopia,2014.
(10" aniversary commemoration of ASSECAA)

Cape Town Meeting, South Africa, 2008. Meetings of Economic coopera-
Manama Meeting, Bahrain, 2010. chambers of tion
Rabat Meeting, Morocco, 2012. commerce & industry
ASSECAA Day for Democracy and Democracy and
Human Rights, Sana’a, Yemen, 2012. Human Rights.
ASSECAA Day for Culture, 2013. Culture. Peace, Secuti-
ASSECAA Day for promoting peace , ty & good governance
secuirty and good governance 2014. peace,secuirty,and

good governance
Abuja Meeting, Nigeria, 2009. Committee on
Khartoum Meeting, Sudan, 2010. Women Empowerment of
Khartoum Meeting, Sudan, 2011. Parliamentarians women
Khartoum Meeting ,Sudan, 2014
Abuja Meeting, Nigeria,2007 Committee on Peace | Peace and Conflict
Bujumbura meeting, Burundi, 2009. and Conflict Resolu- | Resolutions
Addis Ababa meeting, Ethiopia, 2013. tion
First Retreat, Abuja, Nigeria, 2006. Retreats Cultural and Parlia-
Second Retreat, Dead Sea Region, Jordan, 2007.|  Study Visit mentary cooperation
Third Retreat, Nouakchott, Mauritania,2008. Exchange
Fourth Retreat, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 2011. Program

Fifth Retreat, bujumbura, Burundi,2013
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Part One: Statutory/Administrative documents
of the Association

1- ASSECAA Statute

FORWARD

The speakers or presiding officers of the following
Senates, Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa and
the Arab World assembled in Rabat, Morocco on 6 and
7 June 2002:

1) The National Council of

the Provinces of South Africa

i1) The Council of the

Nation of Algeria

ii1) The House of Chiefs
of Botswana

iv) The House of the

Federation of Ethiopia
v) The Senate of Gabon
vi) The Senate of Jordan

vii) The Senate of Lesotho

viii) The House of
Counsellors of Morocco
ix) The Senate

of Mauritania

x) The National

Council of Namibia

@
.
>

xi) The Senate

of Nigeria

xii) The Senate of
Swaziland

xiil) The Shoora

Council of Yemen

- Noting with satisfaction the spread of the bicameral
parliamentary system in Africa and the Arab World, and
the desire of numerous states to adopt this system in the
near future.

- Aware of the importance of sharing in the common
values of democracy and the rule of law.

- Keen to see these Assemblies play an active role in
strengthening ties of cooperation between Arab and
African states in the field of respecting cultural diversity,
and contribute to the promotion of the role of the Second
Chambers in enhancing democracy.

- Looking forward to strengthening the position of
African and Arab states in the course of the accelerating
changes which the world is witnessing in different
spheres and complying with the logic of unity and
conglomeration imposed by the rise of the tempo of
globalisation.

- Seriously desirous to play a more effective role in the
international efforts aimed at the elimination of all causes of
tension and violence, and to contribute to the establishment
of security and peace in Africa, the Middle East and the rest
of the World.

- Aspiring to the strengthening of the efforts to fight
against poverty, famine and underdevelopment in all its
forms and the reinforcement of the role of women in the
achievements of global and durable development for all
people.

Agreed on this day 7™ June 2002 to pursue the
establishment of a body to be known as the Association
of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa
and the Arab World (ASSECAA) and resolved to adopt
the following statute:

Art.1 MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the Association is open to all African
and Arab Senates and Second Chambers that ask for



participation as full members.

This Association also welcomes non-Aftrican and non-
Arab similar Assemblies as well as parliamentary
organizations to take part in its works as observers.

Art.2 OBJECTIVES

The foremost objective of the Association of Senates,
Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab
World is to strengthen parliamentary bicameral systems,
to reinforce economic, political and cultural cooperation
and security among the peoples it represents, to support
and join Arab, African and International parliamentary
efforts, and to contribute to the parliamentary activities
of the Arab, African and International Parliamentary
Unions and engage in the dialogues emanating from
them with the purpose of supporting these efforts to
achieve the objectives of the Association.

Art.3 PARLIAMENTARY STUDIES

The Association of Senates/Second Chambers in Africa
and the Arab World shall:

- Organize for its members at least one annual meeting
on subjects of common interest;

- Carry out joint studies, facilitate cooperation among
parliamentary administrations by exchange of training
and experience.

- Set up, upon a proposal from one of its members, an ad
hoc group composed of speakers and presiding officers
of Assemblies or their representatives to make a specific
parliamentary study.

Art.4 DETERMINATION OF ISSUES

The Association determines the issues under discussion
by consensus, or by the majority of two-thirds of its
Members.

Art.5 MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1. The Association shall hold its annual meetings in one
of the member countries according to alphabetical order,
otherwise in a member country, which offers to host the
meeting.

2. Until the next meeting of the Association is convened,
the Speaker or Presiding Officer of the hosting Assembly
undertakes the task of coordination among the different
member Assemblies.
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3. An extraordinary meeting shall be held upon the
request of one of the Presiding Officers and on the
approval of two-third majority. Such a meeting is to be
held in the country of the initiating presiding officer.

Art.6 AGENDA

1.The Agenda of the Association’s meeting shall be
adopted upon a proposal from the host country.

2. The Member Assemblies shall be informed of the date
and Agenda of the ordinary meeting of the Association
at least two months before the meeting.

3. The Date and Agenda of the extraordinary meeting
shall reach all member countries at least, one month
before the meeting.

4. In both cases the working documents shall be
circulated two weeks before the date of the meeting.

Art.7 MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS

The Board of the Conference is composed of the
Chairperson of the host country, the Chairperson of the
former conference, the Chairperson hosting the coming
conference and the Secretariat of the Association.

At the end of every meeting of the Association, the
Secretariat shall prepare a summary of the deliberations
and circulate it among the Association’s Member
Assemblies.

Art.8 MEETING LANGUAGES

Arabic, French and English shall be considered as the
Association’s languages. The hosting Assembly shall
provide simultaneous interpretation from and to these
languages.

Art.9 AMENDMENTS

1. These Statues may be amended upon a proposal
made by a Speaker or Presiding Officer of a Member
Assembly. The proposal for amendments shall be
presented at the General Meeting of the Association to
be adopted by consensus.

2. The President of the Association shall notify all the
Member Assemblies of every proposal for amendment.
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2- Massion Statement

The presiding officers of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent
Councils in Africa and the Arab World assembled in
Rabat, Morocco from 6% to 7 June 2002:

* Noted with satisfaction the spread of the bicameral
parliamentary system in Africa and the Arab World and
the desire of numerous states to adopt this system in the
near future.

 Aware of the importance of sharing in the common
values of democracy and the rule of law.

* Keen to see these upper chambers of excellent statesmen
play an active role in strengthening ties of cooperation
between Arab and African States in the various fields of
human and nation-state endeavours.

* Determined to create a strong inter-regional organ
that will robustly and persistently ensure the unreserved
commitment of the second chambers in enhancing the
practice of democracy.

* Looking forward to strengthening the position of
African and Arab states in the course of the accelerating
changes, which the world is witnessing in different
spheres and complying with the logic of unity and
conglomeration imposed by the rise of the tempo of
globalization.

* Seriously desirous to play a more effective role in
the international efforts aimed at the elimination of all
causes of tension and violence, and to contribute to
the establishment of security and peace in Africa, the
Middle East and the rest of the World.

* Aspiring to the strengthening of the efforts to fight
against poverty, famine and underdevelopment in all its
forms and the reinforcement of the role of women in the
achievements of global and durable development for all
people.

Agreed on this day 7" June 2002 to pursue the
establishment of a body to be known as the Association
of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa
and the Arab World (ASSECAA).

Establishment of the Association

The presiding officers and leaders of the Senates, Shoora
and Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab World
assembled in Sana’a in the Republic of Yemen from 25
to 27" of April and unanimously adopted the Resolution
that established the Association of Senates, Shoora and
Equivalent Councils in Aftrica and the Arab World, as

well as the pertaining Statute and Rules of Procedures.
Objectives

The Association accordingly outlined for itself the
following aims and objectives:

I) To encourage, support and strengthen parliamentary
bicameral systems in and outside the African and Arab
regions.

IT) To encourage, support and strengthen cooperation in
economic, political, social and cultural spheres between
the African and Arab regions and in the world at large.

II) To regularly organize meetings and dialogues
among Senates, Shoora and Equivalent Councils in the
member states and to undertake joint actions to advance
cooperation and exchange expertise.

IV) To coordinate the efforts of Senates and Equivalent
Councils in regional and international conferences and
organizations.

V) To contribute in the parliamentary activities of
Arabs, African and international Unions and effectively
participate in the dialogues originating from them.

VI) To deliberate upon issues of common interest
within national and international spheres and to make
appropriate recommendation and adopt practical
resolutions concerning them.

VII') To resolutely engage in efforts to deepen awareness
of democratic values and concepts.

VIII) To engage in the encouragement and protection of
the role of civil society organizations and human rights.

IX) Above all, the Association seeks to constitute a
formidable bridge of cooperation for Africa and the
Arab World to enable the region to harness its potentials
to benefit from the world-wide conscious trend towards
conglomeration and regionalization.

General Secretariat
Sana’a,Yemen

1% May 2005



3-RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE
ASSOCIATION OF SENATES. Shoora and

Equivalent COUNCILS IN AFRICA AND THE
ARAB WORLD

Article 1: THE RULES

Pursuant to our Resolution adopting the statute for
the Association of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent
Councils in Africa and the Arab World, the Association
hereby adopts the following Rules of Procedure:

Article 2: INTERPRETATION

The following terms and expressions shall have the
meanings clarified in the context given opposite:

The Association: The Association of Senates, Shoora
and Equivalent

Councils in Africa and the Arab World.
The Council: The Council of the Association.

The Conference: The General Conference of the
Association.

The Chairman: The Chairman of the Council of the
Association.

The Secretary General: The Secretary General of the
Association.

The General Secretariat: The General Secretariat of
the Association.

The Headquarters: The of the

Association.

Headquarters

Article 3: OBJECTIVES

The Association shall endeavour to implement the
provisions of the Association’s Statute and achieve the
following aims and objectives:

-Supporting bicameralism and enhancing cooperation
among nations of the World in various fields.

-Supporting the Arab, African, Islamic and
International efforts and going in parallel with them.

-Promoting meetings and dialogues among Senates,
Shoora and Equivalent Councils (Assemblies), and
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among their members for promoting joint action,
advancing cooperation and exchanging expertise.

-Co-ordinating the efforts of Senates and Equivalent
Councils (Assemblies) in Regional and International
Conferences and Organizations.

- Contributing in the Parliamentary activities of Arab,
African and International Unions and in the dialogues
originating there from.

- Discussing issues of common interest within the
national and international spheres to take appropriate
recommendations and resolutions concerning them.

- Deepening awareness of democratic values and
concepts and promoting the role of Civil Society
Organizations and protection of Human Rights.

Article 4: MEMBERSHIP

The Association consists of the Senates, Shoora and
Equivalent Councils of Member Countries.

Article 5: ORGANS OF THE ASSOCIATION
The Association shall have the following Organs:
a) The Conference

b) The Council of the Association

c¢) The Secretariat

Article 6: THE CONFERENCE

- The Conference undertakes to study issues referred
to it, within the authorities stipulated in Article No.
(3), and issues its recommendations and resolutions
concerning them in conformity with these issues. In
the event of difference of opinion, resolutions shall
be adopted by two-thirds majority of the members
present and voting.

- The Conference also has the power to consider
amending the Statute and to endorse it according to the
procedures defined in Article (9) of the Association’s
statute.

- The Conference, pursuant to a proposal submitted
by the Conference office, forms committees from
within its members to assist in carrying out its tasks.
The number of such Committees and Experts shall be
decided by the Conference itself.




Article 7: VENUE AND TIME OF CONFERENCE

The Conference shall be convened at the time and place
determined by the Council whenever the conference
deems it appropriate to consider the issues proposed
by the Council.

Article 8: CONFERENCE DELEGATES

The Conference is made up of delegates from Member
Senates, Shoora or Councils. The chairmanship of the
Conference is entrusted to the host country.

Article 9: THE CONFERENCE OFFICE

The Conference Office of the Secretariat shall facilitate
meetings of the Conference and follow up the tasks
referred to it by the Conference.

Article  10: INFORMATION TO MEMBER
SENATES, SHOORA OR COUNCIL

Each delegation shall inform its Council, Senate or
Shoora about the resolutions and recommendations
made by the Conference.

Article 11: THE COUNCIL OF THE ASSOCIATION

a) The Council is composed of two members
representing each Senate, Shoora or Council. Names
of the representatives shall be forwarded to reach
the Secretariat before the date set for the Council’s
meeting. Member States shall have the right to
delegate other members as observers, provided that
the additional number should not exceed three.

b) The State holding the Chairmanship shall have
the right to pass it over to the next Member State in
alphabetical order.

c¢) Extension of Chairmanship can be granted for a
second term with the approval of two-thirds of the
Member States.

d) Each Council, Shoora or Senate has one vote at the
Association’s Council Meeting.

Article 12: DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL
The Council shall enjoy the following responsibilities:

a) Drafting and amending the Rules of Procedures,
drawing the financial and administrative regulations
and any other Statutes which shall be subject to the
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approval of two-thirds majority of the attending
quorum.

b) Preparing the agenda of the Conference and fixing
the time and place of its meeting.

¢) Receiving and reviewing proposals from Member
States. Important proposals should be presented to the
Conference or be referred to one of the specialized
Committees.

d) Considering and deciding membership applications
for joining the Association and processing them.

e) Setting up Committees from among its members to
help in carrying out its functions and specifying their
number and terms of reference.

f) Approving and endorsing the Annual Budget and
Audit Accounts of the previous year.

g) Appointing the Secretary General of the Association.

h) Appointing an Auditor for the Accounts and
specifying his charges.

1) Reviewing the Annual report of the Secretary
General.

j) Carrying out the tasks designated by the Conference.

The Council is authorized to take all measures leading
to the realization of the Association’s goals.

Article 13: MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

a) The Council shall convene at least once a year in
one of the Member States alternately in alphabetical
order, unless otherwise decided by the Council.

b) The meeting shall be held at the second half of each
calendar year. The Secretariat shall extend invitations
to the Heads of the Member Assemblies or whoever
shall represent them at the meetings for preparation
of issues and coordination of stands in International
Conferences and Forums.

¢) The Chairman of the Council shall have the right
to call for an extra-ordinary session if he deems it
necessary, or in response to a request from one of
the Chairmen of National Councils, and that shall be
subject to the approval of two-thirds of the Member
States.



Article 14: THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT

Sana’a the capital of the Republic of Yemen shall be
the Association’s Headquarters and therein the General
Secretariat of the Association shall be situated.Article

15: APPOINTMENT OF THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL AND THE TWO ASSISTANT
SECRETARIES-GENERAL

a) The Council shall appoint a Secretary General
and his two assistants from among experienced
people in Parliamentary Affairs and of scientific
and administrative caliber for a term of three years
renewable for one term. The nomination from a
Member State shall be seconded by another Member
State .The council shall determine their salary and
benefits.

b) The Council, shall appoint two Assistant Secretaries
General, one representing the Arab states and the other
representing the African states as well as specify the
appropriate number of Directors and Staff members;
taking into consideration the required experience and
representation of Member States.

d)TheSecretary Generalshallappointtheadministrative
staff required for running the administrative affairs of
the Association and the Directors of the Secretariat,
within the approved budget.

Article 16: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
ASSOCIATION

The Secretary General shall prepare the Annual Report
in which he presents the Association’s activities and
achievements as well as the developments connected
to the affairs of member Councils at least two months
prior to the convening of the council meeting. The
Secretary General shall dispatch the Report to members
Councils at least one month prior to the Council’s
meeting. The Report shall be adopted as a basis for
general discussion for the Council’s meetings.

Article 17: DUTIES
SECRETARIAT

OF THE GENERAL

The General Secretariat undertakes the following
tasks:

a)Organizing and managing continuous
communication among Chambers and the Association
and other International Bodies and Organizations.

b)Preparing issues to be submitted to the Association’s
Council and its conferences and preparation of
documents and reports needed, in addition to drafting
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minutes, accounts of meetings and correspondence.

c)Keeping, organizing and setting up documents and
forming a data base concerning the member Councils,
which shall be updated periodically by information
provided by different Chambers.

d)Handling the financial and administrative affairs of
the Association and its organizations.

e) Reporting resolutions and recommendations taken
by the conference or the council to the member
councils.

f) The Secretariat shall extend invitations to members
for council meetings, conferences and any other extra
ordinary meetings approved in accordance with the
Association’s rules.

Article 18: COMMITTEES

The Council shall form from among its members the
following Committees:

a) The Legal Committee.

b) The Political Affairs and Parliamentary Relations
Committee.

c¢) The Financial, Economic and Social Committee.

d) It is also permissible to appoint Ad hoc Committees
for specific purposes.

Article 19: MEETING OF COMMITTEES

a) In its first meeting each Committee shall select a
Chairman and Rapporteur from among its Members.

b) Meeting of the Committees is deemed legal with
the attendance of at least half of their members.
Resolutions shall be taken by a simple majority of
attendants.

c¢) The Committees shall hold their meetings when the
Council convenes.

d) The Committees shall hold meetings in response to
invitations forwarded by the Chairman of the Council,
and hold their meetings at the General Secretariat.
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Article 20:
COMMITTEES

DOCUMENTS OF THE

The Chairman of the Council through the Secretary
General refers proposals, reports and other documents
to the Committee Heads, and the Committees shall
present the results of their deliberations, through the
Secretary-General, to the Chairman of the Council,
who shall consequently present them to the Council.

Article 21: ASSOCIATION’S BUDGET

The member Councils, Shoora and Senates contribute
to the Association’s budget according to the rules
approved by the Association and in proportions
determined annually, or according to amendments
made thereto.

Article 22: ASSOCIATION’S FISCAL YEAR

The Association shall have an annual budget spanning
from the 1* January of each year and ending on the
31* December of the same year (one fiscal year).

Article 23: AMENDMENT OF THE RULES

It is permissible to amend these rules, by a decision
of the Council supported by two-thirds majority of
its members, pursuant to a written proposal, by one
of the member countries with the support of at least
another country. The proposal shall be submitted, at
least, three months before the holding of the Council
meeting.

Article 24: APPLICATION OF THE RULES OF
PROCEDURE

Provisions of the Association’s statute are applied
wherever there is no provision in these Rules,
specifically pertaining to the agenda, and methods of
deliberations or voting.

Article 25:
PERSONALITY

COUNCILS JURISTIC

The Chairman of the Council represents the Council’s
juristic personality.

Part Two: The Recent ASSECAA Council
Meetings

Different council meetings have been organized by the
Association at different times in the past. However, we
document here the last two meetings of Bahrain and
Ethiopia considering that others have been presented in
earlier publications.

1- Seventh ASSECAA Conference &Eighth Council
Meeting hosted by Bahrain

In response to the kind invitation of H.E Ali Bin
Saleh Al-Saleh, Speaker of the Shoora  Council of
Kingdom of Bahrain , the Association of Senates,
Shoora and Equivalent Councils in Africa and Arab
World (ASSECAA) held its eighth Council meeting and
seventh conference in Manama , Kingdom of Bahrain
from 28-29 May ,2013.

Speakers of member councils, heads of delegations, and
representatives from member councils, Arab Parliament,
and Arab Parliamentary Union, attended the conference.

The conference was inaugurated on Tuesday 28 /
5/ 2013 in the presence of a host of government
officials , parliamentarians , members of the press and
representatives of foreign and Arab diplomatic Corps
accredited to the ngdom of Bahrain.
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H.E Ali Bin Saleh Al-Saleh , Speaker of Shoora
council of Bahrain , and new chairman of ASSECAA
for the next term , delivered a keynote speech in which
he conveyed to the delegates the warm greetings of His
Majesty King Hamad Bin Eissa Al-Khalifa, his Royal
Highness Prime Minister , and his Royal Highness the
Crown Prince and First Deputy of the Prime Minister, all
of whom wish that the conference will be a successful
event.

He highlighted that the meeting is highly significant,
as it seeks to establish partnership and cooperation and
enhance understanding and common interests between
Africa and Arab world. He touched upon the importance



of peace and security in achieving the objectives of
the Association, foremost among them is supporting
economic development in the two regions. He explained
that Bahrain’s experience has proved that regional
groupings can help with the maintenance of peace and
stability and putting an end to any interventions that aim
to destabilize member countries.

He confirmed that the Association can play a significant
role in maintaining peace and security in its member
states.

For his part, the outgoing chairman of the Association
and current President of the Senate of Burundi, H.E
Gabriel NTISEZERANA, addressed the conference, and
pointed out the significance of the achievements that have
been made by the Association since its establishment.
He asserted that ASSECAA has been exerting genuine
efforts to achieve the aims and objectives for which it
was created.

Mr.NTISEZERANA urged member countries to support
ASSECAA’s activities in order for the association to be

a sustainable bridge of economic cooperation between
Africa and the Arab world.

The Secretary General of ASSECAA, H.E. Mr.
Abdulwasie Yusuf Ali, presented to the council meeting
the annual report of the General Secretariat of ASSECAA
in which he reviewed the activities and achievements
that have so far been made by the General secretariat
since 2012. The report also highlighted the General
Secretariat’s vision and proposals on the Association’s
activities proposed for next year.

It touched upon  several topics that focus on the
reactivation of the association in terms of achieving the
noble objectives for which it was established. Among
such important objectives is the enhancement of socio-
economic, and political cooperation between Africa
and the Arab world , given that the association isa
unique organization bringing together apex legislative
institutions that work towards the attainment of member
countries’ aspirations for achieving socio-economic and
cultural development and progress.

The Council then set-up three committees to consider
the report of the Secretary General, the topics set forth
in the report as well as the activities that are still being
undertaken in the current year , 2013, in addition to
the Association’s conference and council meeting for
2014.

The said committees, which include :
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The program commlttee

, The commitees presented their reports to the Council
for consideration and approval.

At the conclusion of the morning session, His Highness
Prince Khalifa Bin Salman Al-Khalifa , the Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Bahrian, hosted a reception dinner at
Wetz Karlton hotel in Manama, in honor of the honorable
delegates to the meeting. Senior officials from Bahraini
government , Parliament and Shoora Council, attended the
ceremony.

The delegates were granted audlence Wlth His Highness
Prince Khalifa Bin Salman Al-Khalifa , the Prime
Minister, during which they reviewed a variety of key
issues of common interest to both Africa and Arab
World in general, and ASSECAA in particular.




On  Wednesday, 29 / 5 / 2013, the conference held
its seventh meeting which was attended by heads and
members of delegations. The meeting considered
the reports of the committees constituted to study the
Secretary General’s report.

After deliberations, the conference approved ASSECAA’s
budget for 2013, the reports of the administrative
committee and the program panel, and the formulation
of the final communiqué drafting committee.

Afterwards, the conference resumed its sessions
during which heads of delegations delivered their
speech that generally reflected members’ keenness
to revitalize the association in such a way that
enables it attains the aims and objectives for which
it was established.

Excerpts from Speeches of Heads of Delegations

1-” As you are aware, our Associations comprises
two key blocs: Africa and Arab world. ASSECAA
was established in 2002, and had its own objectives
set. These include the enhancement of economic
cooperation, promotion of bicameralism, and
reinforcement of common action in terms of
socio-economic, political and cultural spheres, in
addition to boosting coordination between the two
regions with an aim to overcome all obstacles to
stability and development, and eliminate the root
causes of tensions and disputes”.

J1iSlaa - aalial)
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(H.E Gabriel NTISEZERANA, ASSECAA’s outgoing
chairman, Speaker of the Senate of Burundi.)

2-"The achievements, which have been made
by ASSECAA since its inception, have become
a beacon of light for Africa and Arab world.
These accomplishments were made thanks to the
generous assistance and help from the Almighty
God, as well as the concerted efforts exerted
by us all. We have taken lots of good steps on
various fronts, taking into account the paramount
interests of our nations. Again, were it not for our
firm belief in our noble goals and strong bonds,
such achievements couldn’t have been made. We
are looking forward to achieving more in terms of
legislative, socio-economic and security issues.
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ASSECAA is invited today, more than ever before,
to adopt a corresponding policy towards common
risks, and to press ahead with joint action in such
a way as to achieve our nations’ aspirations for
sustainable development, security, stability and
prosperity” .

= saudi Arabia

(H.E Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohammed Bin Ibrahim Al-
Sheikh, Speaker of Shoora Council of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.)

3-"I hail this august gathering. I am both honored
and privileged to be in your midst today, in this
very breath-taking, and awe-inspiring city of
Manama, capital of the brotherly kingdom of
Bahrain. As we commence ASSECAA’s seventh
conference, we shall rub minds and compare notes
on the major internal issues of common interest to
Africa and Arab world. Our deliberations aim to
bolster performance, achieve political, social and
cultural security in order to open up new avenues
for communication among our legislative and
executive apparatuses, in addition to boosting the
rhetoric of dialogue among all social segments
and governments of member countries in such a
manner as to spread security and stability across
the region. As we look to achieve such goals, we
should assume our responsibilities, as legislative
councils, of supporting economic development in
member states, revitalizing veritable partnership
between the public and private sectors, buttressing
women’s engagement in development programs,
and socio-political life”.

— - = - =
(H.E Lt. Colonel Adam Hamid Mussa, Speaker of Council
of States of Sudan. )

4-"History testifies that our country, Ethiopia, was
not only one of the most ancient countries on the
African continent, but also represented a cradle



for universal civilizations and divine religions.
Today, Ethiopia has adopted a democratic, federal
system of government that glorifies such historical
and cultural values that constitute a source of our
strength , and a bridge for our eternal relations
with our neighbors and other world countries”.

(H.E Kassa Tekelbrahan ,Speaker of the House of
Federation of Ethiopia.)

5-” propose to you a broader framework
envisaging certain proposals, atop of which came
the opening of new communication channels with
several shoora, senates and equivalent councils
in Asia and Latin America so that they join in
ASSECAA. 1t also envisions making efforts to
convince equivalent councils from Eastern and
Central Europe to join the Association, especially
those countries with conditions and challenges
similar to our region’s, while at the same time
seeking to boost partnership , maximize common
interests, and mobilize our resources to be able
encounter our problems and crises”.

(H.E Dr. Ahmed Fahmi, outgoing Speaker of Shoora
Council of Egypt.)

6-"The achievement of security, peace and stability
in Africa and Arab world, is one of our key, if not
most important, objectives. We, in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, are giving a great attention to this topic,
and seeking, alongside our brothers and friends, to
achieve security and stability, and support peace
in the region. This is due to the fact that we, and
our GCC brotherly countries, are grappling with
unceasing threats to our security , stability, and
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national gains. Such threats prompted us to lay
out the strategies that enable us confront such
challenges. By virtue of God, and thanks to our
wise leaders, the GCC has been able to stem these
interventions, thus sensitizing us to the role that
regional blocs can play in facing the challenges to
the security and stability of their member states.”.

(H.E Ali Bin Saleh Al-Saleh, Speaker of Shoora Council
of Bahrain.)

7-"Verily, our revered association, which brings

together Arab and African parliamentarians,
embodies a common , glorious history of
struggling against the forces of oppression and
colonization. It also symbolizes a deep-seated
civilization, especially as the two regions abound
with massive and diverse human and natural
resources. Therefore, ASECAA  deserves a
prestigious status among regional and international
parliamentary unions, while its members are
worthy of embracing a parliamentary diplomacy
within the framework of real democracy and
effective partnership, given the major challenges
facing the whole world in general, and Arab and
African countries in particular”.

A\qex\a

(H.E Mohammed Nawasser, Deputy Speaker of Council
of the Nation of the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria.)

8-"As we come to this highly-endowed country
from all ASSECA A’s member states in order to take
part in the biggest and most important Afro-Arab
gathering, we assert the specialty and peculiarity
God has bestowed upon Bahrain. The distinctive




presence of our brothers and friends in this very
wonderful country suggests that ASSECAA has
become more expressive of the importance of
Afro-Arab action that requires concerted efforts
to overcome the challenges encountering our
Arab and African regions,”

(H E Abdullah Al-Bar, Deputy Speaker of Shoora
Council of Yemen.)

9-Undoubtedly, the best and most successful means
of establishing peace and security include respect for
international laws, conventions and norms, mutual
respect, confidence building, adoption of dialogue, and
utilizing peaceful means. In addition, our contemporary
world is in a dire need of building robust bridges
amongst cultures, shunning violence, achieving
further rapport and understanding , boosting the efforts
at deepening bonds of cooperation and fraternity
among nations, and preserving human dignity,”

(H.E Eissa Rabe’a Al-Kawari, Deputy Speaker of
Shoora Council of Qatar.)

10-"Youth and Women in our countries are
often embroiled in conflicts, which prompted
them to enthusiastically raise their voices in
order to take part in searching for solutions to
such conflicts resulting from socio-economic,
political, and cultural disparities. Therefore,
we believe that nothing would change in the
world, unless individuals have firm conviction
that they are highly responsible for providing
solutions to such problems. Hence, it is a
must to enable youth and women to engage
in resolving the problems disturbing human
communities,”
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(H.E Asser Kufiri Kabiri, Speak f the Senate of
the Republic of Namibia.)

11-"T am very pleased to notice that the embers of the
smouldering conflict in Sudan has considerably been
smothered. However, there is still need to exert more
efforts in Iraq, Afghamstan Palestine and Syria,”

(H.E Abd Lahmad Ningi, the Majority leader of the
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.)

12-"Today, I am extremely delighted to participate
, for the first time, in ASSECAA’s forum held
in Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain. Out of their
commitment to the spirit and principles of
ASSECAA in the era of globalization, member
of Congo’s Senate have deep faith that the future
of our countries hinges on regional grouping.
Therefore, we need a holistic and non-confessional
vision on the issue of finding solutions to the
various socio-economic, political, and security
challenges facing our countries at this time,”

(H.E Andrea Obami Eito, Speaker of the Senate of Congo Brazzaville.)



13-"The agenda of our meeting has given us the
opportunity of appreciating the work done by H.E
Abdul Wasea Yusuf Ali, ASSECAA’s Secretary
General, and his work team. We, therefore, express
our support and encouragement to him. However,
I would like to emphasize the importance that our
Association supports socio-economic , political
and cultural cooperation between Africa and
Arab world. The current situation in the world
at large and our countries in particular is highly
complicated. This , however, should not prevent

ASSECAA from carrying out its programs and
act1v1t1es

(H.E Martin Fidel Magnaga of the Senate of Gabon.)

The days delegates spent in the wonderful ,
prosperous city of Manama were very hectic
but memorable for the warm welcome and
generosity accorded to all attendees, let alone
good organization. Indeed, delegates were warmly
greeted at Manama airport and were accommodated
in very magnificent hotels.The meeting in Manama
was a defining point in the history of the events
that have been held by the association since its
creation. It’s our hope that future meetings will
be as successful and instructive as Bahrain’s
conference.
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2- Eighth Conference, Ninth Council Meeting, and
10™_anniversary Celebration of ASSECAA. Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia

Highlights on the conference

secretary G
Ethiopian

The 8" Conference of the Association of
Shoora and Equivalent councils in Africa and the
Arab World was held in Addis Ababa Ethiopia,
from the 5™ to the 6™ of April 2014 at the
Headquarters of the Africa Union. The Conference
which was organized by the House of the
Federation of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia was a double barrel occasion as it offered
the Association the window to celebrate ten years
of its establishment (2004 to 2014).

Delegates from different parts of Africa and the
Arab World started arriving from the 3 of April
which offered them the time to make personal
tours around the city of Addis Ababa and its
environs. Officers and Employees of the General
Secretariat also arrived ahead of time to assist the
local organizing committee in Ethiopia in ensuring
that the meeting was a great success.

The conference drew participants from many
senates and Shoora Councils from Africa and
the Arab World. It also attracted Ambassadors
of different countries resident in Addis Ababa,
International and Regional Organization and
officials of the Ethiopian government.

The occasion was graced by the presence of H.E
the Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia Ato Hailemariam Dessalegn
who was the Special guest of honour. It was
therefore the time toreflect on Afro-Arab economic,
political, social and cultural cooperation through
the efforts of parliamentarians as embedded in the
objectives of the Association.

In a high-pitch welcome address delivered by the
Speaker of the House of the Federation of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, H.E
Ato Kassa Terklbrahn welcomed members with
delight to the ever growing capital city of Ethiopia
and informed the gathering that the House of the
Federation has marched long in its efforts to be part
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The Prime Minister's meetlng w1th Speakm

member councils & heads of delegations

and parcel of all endeavors exerted by ASSECAA
to consolidate our desire to have our two regions
peaceful, stable and to realize fast economic
development that brings about development to our

l[zleolgles. o .

e further stated that Ethiopia deeply recognizes
that ASSECAA as an inter-continental association
nowadays is playing a pivotal role in enhancing
all-rounded cooperation among countries both
in Africa and the Arab World and if we take its
current role into serious consideration, we should
think of its greater duties of exchange of expertise
and unique experiences of each country which are
to be accomplished in the coming years.

In another welcome address but this time from
the Secretariat of ASSECAA, the Secretary
General Mr. Abdulwasie Yusuf Ali called back
the memories of delegates to the abundant human
and natural resources that Africa and Arab World

\%

all spheres consideraing that the two regions share
similar historical and cultural backgrounds. Africa
and Arab countries should therefore stand together
and work towards achieving common objectives
and interests that will boost their development.

In addition, he stated that the general secretariat
has taken formidable steps that will encourage
the establishment a confederation of Afro-Arab
Chamber of Commerce towards a common market
in the two regions and promotion of investment
and inter-regional trade. He added that the general
secretariat has made attempt in the promotion
of establishment of Afro-Arab cultural centre
and village that caters for the launch of cultural
renaissance in our two regions. The venture will
involve huge investment and has therefore been
postponed in the mean time. We have however

working hard to establish a virtual cultural centre
on our website.

are blessed with and sued for closer cooperation in

Group Photo featuri
member councils and,d
confereng




The Secretary General also advised member
countries to collaborate with each other in the

fight against corruption, terrorism, promotion of
peace and security and foster food security and
employment creation initiatives.

In a prestigious key note address, the special
guest of honor and Prime Minister of the Federal
Democratic  Republic of Ethiopia H.E Ato
Hailemariam Dessalegn expressed thanks to
our predecessors who felt the need to bring Arab
and African countries together with an aim of
consolidating our developmental endeavour. They
had foreseen the impact that globalization would
have on us and the need to pull together all our
resources to realize our mutual interests in the
political, economic and social spheres.

He stated that the gathering of law makers from
Africa and the Arab World at this time under one
shelter would undoubtedly create the necessary
opportunity for members to meet and have bilateral
discussions on matters of common interests.

Finally he said that the above can only be achieved
if we maintain peace and security in our regions,
if we judiciously combat terrorism, corruption
and establish good governance through conscious
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democratic process and respect for human rights.

Many other speeches were delivered by the
different Heads of delegations and dignitaries that
were present in the meeting and in unison they all
agreed that similarities exist in the cultures and
histories of Africa and the Arab World and these
should count as a plus for our cooperation. We
should therefore forget the matters that try to tears

us apart and focus on those things that unite us.

A major highlight of the 10" Anniversary
celebration was the presentation of the special
anniversary statement that detailed the paths
through which the Association has gone through in
the stages of its formation and the achievement of
its objectives by Dr. Ahmed Al-Asbahi followed
by the handing over of awards to all member
countries of ASSECAA for their encouragement
of Afro-Arab cooperation which was performed
by the special guest of honor and Prime Minister
of Ethiopia. Recipients applauded the general
secretariat for the initiatives and encouraged it to
do more in recognizing hard work and diligence.

Participants were also treated to sumptuous
Ethiopian cuisines and traditional dances at the
two dinners that were organized in honor of the
delegates.The Conference ended on the 6™ of April
2014 with the adoption of the final communiqué of
the meeting and delegates’ expression of profound
gratitude to the Ethiopian government for the very
warm reception accorded to them.
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Part Three

Chapter One - Economic cooperation

Introduction: -

Arab-African relations face many challenges,
hindering the possibility of its development,
particularly with respect to shifts in the global
economy caused by financial crisis that devas-
tated the economies of the powerful countries.
These challenges and the necessity to develop
the region’s economies imposed the need to
think hard for more coordination and greater co-
herence between Arab and African countries for
the purpose of making use of those strategic op-
portunities created by these challenges and work
together in the best interests of the two regions,
their stability and their economic development.

The Arab and African countries have witnessed
during the past decades, serious initiatives
to establish economic and political blocs at
regional level, such as the Gulf Cooperation
Council as well as to initiate the implementation
of'the Arab Free Trade zone, and at African level,
there are regional groupings such as ECOWAS
, IGAD and COMESA, Community of Sahel-
Saharan States (CEN-SAD)and other gatherings
working to achieve African integration. In spite
of all that, Arab and African economic relations
are still below the desired level to serve the
development’s goals for the peoples of the two
regions.

The need and importance of strengthening
economic relations between the two regions
lies in the availability of natural resources in
both regions, which can complement each
other. For example, there is a food gap in the
Arab region which expands every year and may
reach as reported by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nation to be 37
billion dollars in 2011. Some countries in the
region, especially the Gulf Cooperation Council
Members suffer from limited agricultural areas
and scarcity of water, while countries like Sudan,
Egypt and other African countries with abundant
water resources and large tracts of agricultural
land, need more coordination and cooperation
between Arab and African countries.

The economic integration between the two
regions is very important due to its economic
dimensions in the interests of the region’s
peoples, where countries in the region suffer
from structural abnormalities, and a shortage
of some resources which makes them incapable
of achieving development goals such as food
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security and reduce trade deficits, it is difficult
to overcome all those difficulties without
coordination and integration between the
countries of these two groups .

Regarding Afro-Arab economic cooperation,
we present here two work papers which were
introduced during the various activities of the
Association, The first work paper was under
the title ° Economic and Trade Cooperation
between Africa and Arab world” and was
presented at the Meeting of the Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, which was held in
the city of Rabat during the period from 24" to
25" September 2012. The author reviews the
trade and economic cooperation between Arabs
and Africans based on the orientations of the
Association of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent
Councils in Africa and the Arab World.!

The author argues that after going through
the Association’s documents, it is evident that
efforts have been exerted by ASSECAA to form
the structure which should organize a trade and
economic cooperation between the association’s
member countries. It is necessary to determine
the main objective of economic cooperation
between Arab and African countries by taking
advantage of the patterns of cooperation or
economic integration existing in various regions
of the world”.

The second work paper was titled ** Impacts of
Globalization and the Recent Financial Crisis
on Afro-Arab Economies and the Way Out”
and it was introduced at the fourth Retreat of
the Association, which was held in the city of
Addis Ababa, from 24 to 25 September 2011.
This paper exposed financial and economic
crisis, which is a livelihoods crisis, as seen by
many, launched in September 2008 and has
become a global crisis of the global economy in
developed and developing countries, after that
economic trajectories has declined sharply to
an unprecedented level in recent decades. Also,
unemployment is on the rise, while the rate of
poverty is increasing in developing countries® .

It is expected that, the reader will be more
aware of challenges and obstacles hindering
the activation of the Afro-Arab economic
cooperation and what are the most effective ways
to move forward in the formation of a regional
economic bloc capable of achieving economic
well-being of the two regions and peoples.
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1- An Afro-Arab Spring: Socio-political trajectories
to stem the Global Financial Crises

The US leading the crises

The American economy is characterized by the
inexhaustible capacity of its private sector to innovate,
its seemingly desire to reinvent itself, that’s why the US
still leads the world, and reaps the material rewards of
that leadership.

Capitalism needs to be improved; the crisis that US
markets suffer may lead to the depression of the 1930s.
Many reports about the current global credit crisis and
its large, institutional victims have compared it to a

s

The Ethloplan delegation

hurricane. (Wharton, 2008) Despite rescues that may
change the world of finance, the consequences of this
crisis will not disappear soon.

Almost two years after problems in the U.S. mortgage
market which caused the biggest financial crisis since
the Great Depression, global financial markets remain
unsettled, and prospects for capital flows to the
developing world are weak. The intensification of the
financial crisis in September 2008 dramatically altered
the world economic outlook. (World Bank, 2009).

How bad is the global financial crisis?

Based on risky subprime home loans and the assumption
that housing prices would never decline, the Wall
Street experts engineered the credit crisis with opaque
securities which were not as expected by these experts
and caused bankruptcies and then the rescues. The
liquidity capacity of these markets was overwhelmed.
(Wharton, 2008).

The rapid increase in precautionary saving led to a
sharp decline in global investment, production, trade,
and GDF during the fourth quarter of 2008, a trend that
continued in the first quarter of 2009.

This suddenly very weak international environment
accelerated the fall in commodity prices.?

In the absence of public-sector assistance, the massive

losses suffered by investment banks and other institutions
would have forced commercial banks to sharply reduce
lending—forcing firms to cut back on investment and
production even more forcefully. Instead, bank lending
continued to grow, although much less rapidly than in
the past.’

The drop in economic activity, combined with much
weaker capital flows to developing countries, is placing
a large number of low- and middle-income countries
under serious financial strain. Many countries are
having difficulty generating sufficient foreign currency
from exports or borrowing to cover import demand. *

While some indicators that point to the beginnings of
a recovery of the global economy, it remains highly
uncertain. Indeed, many countries are facing growing
pressure on their currencies and banking sectors. Already
several high-and middle-income developing countries
have entered into special borrowing agreements with
the IMF to prevent deteriorating external and fiscal
positions from getting out of hand.

Capitalism’s challenges:
The world of derivatives:

The subprime crisis is the most visible of economic
derivatives that have spun out of control with homes
losing their values at unprecedented rate in recent
memory. According to the economist, derivatives are
financial assets that derive their value from other assets
such as an option to buy a share is derived from the share.
Financial regulation bodies blame the growing use of
derivatives for increasing volatility in asset prices, and
for being a source of danger to their users.

As the housing cost rise and homeowners fell behind
on payments- swaps and mortgage securities tied to
these payments lost value, but it was unclear by how
much. Lenders, worried about unknown liabilities on
borrower’s books, became reluctant to lend, causing the
credit crisis. The market needs transparency and a better
way to establish values as conditions change. That may
be accomplished if the current over-the-counter trading
system were replaced with a centralized exchange and a
greater standardization among these products.®

Marxian critique of capitalism: Marx argued that this
alienation of human work (and resulting commodity
fetishism) is precisely the defining feature of capitalism.
Prior to capitalism, markets existed in Europe where
producers and merchants bought and sold commodities.
According to Marx, a capitalist mode of production
developed in Europe when labor itself became a
commodity. True, the capitalist mode of production is
capable of tremendous growth because the capitalist
can, and has an incentive to, reinvest profits in new
technologies and hence the capitalist class to be the
most revolutionary in history. But he also argued
that capitalism was prone to periodic crises over



time, capitalists would invest more and more in new
technologies, and less and less in labor.

Since Marx believed that surplus value appropriated
from labor is the source of profits, he concluded that
the rate of profit would fall even as the economy grew.
When the rate of profit falls below a certain point, the
result would be a recession or depression in which
certain sectors of the economy would collapse. ’

Financial shenanigans - greedy capitalism: The New
York Times columnist, Paul Krugman, recently told
Fortune large parts of the financial system will have to
be reinvented. Nevertheless, so much of the financial
system is broken that the question is where to even start?
This kind of badbuck-passing went all the way to the top
of some firms, many with familiar names. The pressure
to «make money» was too much. The money was just
too good. The bonuses were too sweet. Besides, there is
always the old excuse that «everybody does it this way.»
Yet it was not for nothing that the ancients defined greed
as a deadly sin. Can we as a society really «regulate» our
way out of that situation or is there a systemic problem
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The global recession has deepened:

The tight links between global trade in durable, capital,
and high-tech goods and the closely entwined investment
spending that supports economic activity in both high-
income and developing countries can be detected in the
vicious circle that now operates between the financial
and real sectors of the global economy. The difficulty
of obtaining capital, together with uncertainty about
future demand, has delayed investments and caused a
collapse in demand for durable goods, resulting in a
sharp contraction in the production of and global trade
in manufactured goods.’

Private capital flows are shrinking at an unprecedented
rate:

There was virtually no issuance between mid-September
and mid-December 2008, in the wake of the collapse
of Lehman Brothers, Local stock markets, meanwhile,
experienced the worst yearly decline in recent history,
as the MSCI Emerging Market Index sank 55%during
the year, erasing some S17 trillion in market valuation.

with deeper roots?»

Globalization, Doha and world trade: (The Economist,
2008)

Doha failure:

During a summer when the economic shadows darkened
so dramatically, few paid attention to the collapse—
yet again—of the Doha round of global trade talks
Champions of liberal trade, wrung their hands, but no
one else cared much. The failure in Geneva, where the
WTO is based, seemed something of a sideshow. In a
global survey of business executives, conducted by the
Economist Intelligence Unit, over half the respondents
regarded the Doha round as minimally or not at all
important, and only 10% thought it very important.
One in ten saw protectionism as the biggest threat to
the world economy, but far more were worried about
recession, inflation, and the financial crisis.

Investors’ flight from perceive danger contributed

to the sharp drop in capital flows to the developing
countries, a trend that is very likely to persist through
the end of 2009. Although interest-rate spreads in
developing countries have not widened by as much as
in past crises, the decline in private capital flows to
developing countries is expected to set a record.

The agreement by the G-20 to augment the lending
capacity of the IMF and multilateral development banks
will help high-income emerging-market and middle-
income countries meet their external financing needs.
However, little of such financing can be made available
to low-income countries that have limited borrowing
capacity, whose ability to meet their external financing
needs will depend largely on the extent to which firms
can rollover their maturing debt."

Could the crises forge a New Financial Order :

As the government wrestles with the credit crisis,
economists and finance experts are starting to make




some predictions. Individuals and businesses will have
a harder time getting loans in coming years, but also
may be less eager to take on debt. There will be more
financial regulation or better regulation, but definitely
not less regulation.'

A system needs to be designed where participants cannot
threaten the safety of the economy - this crisis is bad
enough that it has rung some alarm bells, and there’s
a better chance of doing something right... than there
has been for decades. The most obvious change in the
financial markets is the government’s new role as a major
owner of the nation’s banks.The swaps market, often
involving individually tailored contracts, has virtually
no regulation. All securities that rise or fall according to
the health of an underlying company should be treated
the same. If it has payouts the same as equity but we call
it a swap, it is probably equity."

How does the Afro-Arab world deal with the crises?

Is China the Afro-Arab Region’s answer:

With the spectacular Olympic Games held recently
and the collapse of the WTO talks, due to its defiance
of Western positions, China has projected itself into
the world stage for a second time; since it acquired the
status of a nuclear power. Its influence on the Afro-Arab
Region has also been steadily growing. Sino-Afro-Arab
trade has increased rapidly, rising to a towering $75
billion last year. Its economic might and tolerance of
abuses by the Afro-Arab Region polities has contributed
to Beijing’s highly successful diplomatic move in The
Afro-Arab Region. The complexities involved and the
pains that await The Afro-Arab Region countries are
reflected by the increasing numbers of disputes referred
to WTO; that included allegations of contravention of
the national treatment provision of GATT — ArticlelIL.™

Hence, not surprisingly, China has become the voices
for the poor nations and the most audacious financier.
The China Exim bank has facilitated loans to the tune
$10 billion to the Afro-Arab Region, albeit, on more
commercial terms. While well managed economies
have earned IMF’s blessing to take-on more debt even
on commercial terms ,badly managed economies have
moved on to China, which is prepared to ignore such
conditionalities." Indeed, 2006 was billed as «The Year
of Africa» in China that culminated with the China-
Africa summit focused on securing the region’s natural
resources for its rapidly growing economy, market
expansion for its cheap goods and gaining international
political legitimacy with almost all Aftican countries
supporting Chinese positions on literally all issues in the
UN General Assembly. Beijing has come up with the
answers and has moved in rapidly with the necessary
resources for infrastructure development that have
so far been the subject of lengthy negotiations, many
times at the cost of project redundancy, which hitherto
marked Afro-Arab relations with global funders. (The
Economist May 17 2007)
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There is a reasonable chance that Afro-Arab world may
survive the crisis:The Afro-Arab Region:

Many countries have been helped by better macro-
economic management and big inflows of Western aid,
investment and debt relief—as well as by more un-
quantifiable investments from Asia, particularly China,
and the Middle East. Moreover, there is a reasonable
chance that the Afro-Arab Region may survive the world
financial crisis less bruised and battered than some other
parts of the world. The very factors that damaged the
continent in the past may now be working in its favor.
Take the banking sector. Business persons and budding
entrepreneurs have always moaned about the excessive
regulations and conservatism of the Afro-Arab Region
banks. Control on foreign exchange often prevent them
raising more money by investing in exciting financial
instruments in the West Foreign ownership of banks is
unusually limited (to less than 5% in Nigeria and South
Africa).

Now, however, this very de-linkage from the Western
financial system has turned out to the Afro-Arab
Region’s advantage. Its banks have almost no exposure
to the subprime market causing such havoc elsewhere
in the world. No one doubts that the Afro-Arab Region
will feel the effects of the crisis eventually. As world
trade contracts, so will the demand for the Afro-Arab
Region’s oil and minerals, the main commodities behind
its current boom. '

Building confidence and
coordination for recovery:

strengthening  policy

Among government officials, policy makers, and key
market observers, calls to restore confidence in the
global financial system have become an international
mantra. Governments have, by and large, «walked
their talk» through a furious combination of unilateral
and multilateral actions, drawing on a broad range of
conventional and unconventional monetary policy, fiscal
stimulus, and government guarantee programs to shore
up the banking industry. However, the policy agenda for
stabilizing financial markets and for global economic
recovery is broad and complex, and major challenges
remain.

Governments willingness to coordinate their policies
can help re-establish confidence by ruling out beggar-
thy-neighbor responses to the crisis. In the years leading
up to the crisis, a defining feature of global finance in
developed countries was the escalating integration of
the household sector into capital markets. Excessive
credit creation, made possible through the technology
of asset securitization, yoked consumer spending to the
expansion and profitability of the banking industry, with
both serving as engines of economic growth."”

The Arab oil money and potential for investing them in
Africa:

Corruption in the Afro-Arab Region; attempts to
repatriate laundered assets by deposed Arab regimes



have «highlighted the inadequacy of current international
efforts against corruption». The article cites the 2005
United Nations Convention against Corruption as a
potential framework for such action. Other obstacles
to repatriating funds will remain, including removing
corrupt regimes and establishing evidence for illicitly
obtaining state funds. A World Bank statistic in the piece
estimates that while corrupt regimes steal $20-$40 billion
from developing countries each year, only $5 billion
has been returned over the past 15years. (Stuart Levey,
2011Size of Sovereign Wealth Funds (SWF) in the Arab
Region: Assets under management of SWFs increased to
$4.7 trillion in July2011, increase of $700 billion from
1 year ago." There was an additional $6.8 trillion held
in other sovereign investment vehicles, such as pension
reserve funds, development funds and state-owned
corporations’ fluids and $7.7 trillion in other official
foreign exchange reserves.Countries with SWFs funded
by commodities” exports, primarily oil totaled and gas
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of automatic stabilizers, will further increase debt
ratios, perhaps doubling them in some countries if the
downturn turns out to be as severe as is now envisaged.
Government commitments will have to be financed,
if not through taxation, then through the issuance of
debt obligations. As the fiscal implications of such
commitments are factored in, interest-rate expectations
will be adjusted upward, raising the cost of capital for
all borrowers, including those in developing countries.

State corporate plans:

Attempts that have been initiated across the Afro-Arab
Region in response to the elements of the Washington
Consensus that envisaged bringing about a total reversal
in the mode of socio-economic management from a
centrally planned economy to that of a free-market
competitive economy have failed. Nevertheless, so
far, entrepreneurial sector participation in national
investment has not been as significant as expected due to

exports,$2.7 trillion at the end of 2010. Non-commodity
SWFs totaled $1.5 trillion. Non-commodity SWFs are
typically funded by transfer of assets from official foreign
exchange reserves, and in some cases from government
budget surpluses and privatization revenue. According
to the SWF Institute, most oil producing nations in the
gulf have a higher SWF to Foreign Exchange Ratio. The
statistics here are based on IMF data - when available;
Otherwise, CIA data are indicated.

Governments must re-establish fiscal sustainability:

Recent measures by central banks in the developed
nations to purchase private and government debt as a
way of unfreezing credit markets have led to a significant
expansion of their balance sheets and rapid growth of
the monetary base. This has replaced, to a large extent,
the accumulation of foreign exchange reserves by other
central banks as the main engine of global liquidity.
Rising public debt levels and the rampant expansion
of central banks’ balance sheets will pose considerable
challenges to economic stability once the recovery gets
under way.

Discretionary fiscal stimulus, as well as the operation

corruption-driven undefined core business of the state,
lack of competent economic management and managed
restructuring of the state and political stability*. This has
resulted in inefficient public services and infrastructure
and under capacity for policy development and
coordination.

Democratic regime change and institutions:

Institutionalization of rules:

The consolidation of democracy involves the
institutionalization of rules for the political game that
frilly guarantee political participation and political
competition, (O’DonneU, G and Schmitter, P., 1986)
The approach builds on the observation that democracy
requires the permanent construction of an array of
countervailing political institutions within both state and
society. Elections, which empower ordinary citizens to
choose among contestants for top political office, clearly
meet its dual standard.

* Impartial and independent electoral bodies are vital to
cement good governance.
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*The Bill of Rights must be firmly entrenched in the
Constitution.

*The Judiciary is said to be the last hope against
tyranny. Hence, the judiciary must be independent of the
Legislature and Executive, in theory and practice.

*Political parties are vehicles through which democracy
is practiced. In readopting the multi-party pluralist
system, protesters have vowed against the one party
system and underscored that democracy is best practiced
where power is not concentrated in the ruling party or
under the one-party state, Hence, it is necessary to evolve
the political culture required by rules and institutions of
democracy in the Afro-Arab world.

Political rules and institutions:

Democracy will survive as long as multiparty elections
continue to be held in which voters are free to exercise
meaningful choices. One should not underestimate the
difficulty of democratic consolidation. So far, only a
few have satisfied even the most minimal conditions
set by the two turnover test. Where the influence of big
men continues to loom large over electoral and other
political processes, it is rarely clear whether the re-
election of an incumbent constitutes the extension of a
leader’s mandate or the resignation of the electorate to
an inevitable dominance. For these reasons, the meaning
of Africa’s second and third elections will necessarily
be murkier than the watershed contests of the early
1990s.When all is said and done, however, the fact
that intense political struggles are being waged is proof
positive that the institution of elections is beginning to
matter to confront head on fake elections, greed and
corruption, the impact of the Washington Consensus
and exporting terror. The central hypothesis is therefore
that The relative strength of political organizations
determines the rules of the political game that are
installed. Democratization requires a plural set of
politicalorganizations which promote and protect rules
of peaceful political participation and competition.
Together, democratic institutions (plural organizations
plus rules of accountability) ensure control of the state
executive.

All told, it is people, not only the temperamental young
and labor, but women, mothers, girls; who had never
seen a protest, that were pouring into the streets. Amal
Sharaf, a 36-year-old mother, handed out fliers in the
days leading up to the first major protests on Jan. 25,
when people filled Tahrir Square (Newsweek, 2011)
and history changed its course not only in the Middle
East but elsewhere where tyranny prevails, especially in
Africa.

International cooperation:

With so much at stake, there is an urgent need for the
international financial community to take a hard look
at recent developments, assess the vulnerabilities and
risks that are the unintended products of current policy

interventions and market changes, and evaluate the
likely effects of those interventions and changes on
development finance. Most of the available resources to
be provided by IMF are likely to be devoted to high-
income emerging markets. In this climate, as stated in
the G20 meeting in London, low-income countries that
are already under strain deserve special attention.

That sobering fact should reinforce the importance of
broad international agreement to mobilize the necessary
resources to achieve the MDGs. After several decades
of debt rescheduling through the mechanisms of the
Paris Club, the sequence of official debt relief programs
initiated under the HIPC initiative 0f1996 (The HIPC
Initiative was initiated by the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank in 1996, following extensive
lobbying by NGOs and other bodies.

It provides debt relief and low-interest loans to cancel or
reduce external debt repayments to sustainable levels)
and culminating in the launch of the Multilateral Debt
Relief Initiative standout as a remarkable exercise of
multilateralism and sound economic sense.

With fewer resources now available in low-income
countries to service external debt, it is important to build
on them.

BT Costantinos, PhDProfessor of Public Policy, School of
Graduate Studies,Department of Public Management and Policy,
College of Management, Information and Economic Sciences,
Addis Ababa University Conference on Impacts of Globalization
and Recent Financial Crisis on Afro-Arab Economies and the
Way Outs At the fourth Retreat of ASSECAA, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia 24-25 Sept, 2011
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2- «Economic and trade cooperation between Africa
and the Arab world.The challenges and prospects for
building the future»

Historical overview:

The 1950s of the past century ushered in a new era of
building strategic Afro-Arab relations based on the
struggle for getting rid of colonization as well as on
the attempts at progress and development away from
dependence on colonials. Since then, relations between
the two sides have seen multiple historic changes marked
by political coordination as well as large-scale economic
cooperation and support in the wake of the emergence of
liberation and independence movements in Africa.

These also include the emergence of the Non-Aligned
Movement, a specific stance on the Palestinian question
and the 1967 and 1973 wars, and coordination through
the Organization of African Unity and the Arab League.
They also involve resolutions from the Arab summit
conference held in Algeria back in 1973 according to
which numerous financial institutions were founded to
support the Afro-Arab cooperation, in addition to the
first Afro-Arab summit held in Cairo in 1977".

With the beginning of the nineties and under the new
uni-polar world order and the wave of globalization that

have swept many of the foundations of international
relations at both official and unofficial levels which
was associated with the growth of the role played by
the European and American donors in the field of loans,
grants and aid, in addition to the roles of the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund in terms of
supporting the economies of many African countries.
The period saw the formation of effective frameworks for
the formulation of Africa’s relations with the new world
order besides the negative impact of those conditions
on the volume of Arab aid to African countries when
compared to the other flows of international aid to the
continent. This prompted many of these countries to
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question the goals of cooperation and its credibility
as well as the enthusiasm of Arabs to cooperate with
African countries in the first place.

Those circumstances, spanning the period from the end
of the seventies to the end of the nineties, resulted in
the faltering of the march of Afro-Arab cooperation and
reflected negatively on the regularity of the meetings
of cooperation organs and mechanisms. The Standing
Committee on cooperation met at the last ordinary session
in 1989, but did not hold any meetings during the nineties.
During that period, many Arab studies on the reasons for
the decline in the level of collective relations between the
two parties were conducted. Most of these studies found
that the two sides have a problem relating to the absence
of a strategic vision on the planning of their relations.

At the start of the 21* century, the Afro-Arab relations
saw positive developments that bring hope into
the future of Arab-African cooperation in general,
something strongly and clearly put forward by the
Arab summit held in Amman in March 2001. Also, the
Standing Committee on the Afro-Arab Cooperation held
its twelfth session in Algeria in April of the same year.
This was followed by some developments in terms of
reviving Afro-Arab cooperation, most prominent of
which was the holding of the second Afro-Arab Summit
in Sirte, Libya on October 10, 2010, which came up with
a number of resolutions and recommendations on Afro-

-

Arab cooperation’.
Section 1: Challenges facing Afro-Arab cooperation
«Ingredients of and constraints on environment»

First, obstacles arising from the environment, now we
shift to another point to shed light on some of the most
particular ingredients that characterize the economies of
Arab and African countries. Arab and African countries
are unable to individually undertake modern projects at
the technical, economic and technological levels for the
following reasons ' :




-Weak domestic markets because of low per capita
income and low purchasing power, in addition to the
low level of services, especially in Africa.

-Arab and African countries are unable to individually
undertake modern projects at the technical, economic
and technological levels for the following reasons:

1-These projects need large capitals .

2-Narrow scope of local markets .

3-Scarcity of qualified scientific and technical personnel
required for their establishment.

-Weak competitive and negotiating position of the Arab
and African countries in the field of multilateral economic
transactions. The reason lies in the dependence of exports
on raw materials (agriculture - mining, etc.),which are
characterized by relatively inelastic demand.

-Africa in particular suffers from lack of infrastructure
in many areas, which makes it difficult to transport and
ship goods due to high costs. For example, a special
United Nations report confirmed that an Infrastructure
network in Africa is much more important to remove the
restrictions on trade.

-Large-scale dependence of Arab economy on the
b s R

Lo 3 reunion des Chombres
de Commerce ot d'industrie & Alrique
et du Monde Arabe

outside (Asia, Europe and the U.S. in particular),
besides its suffering from entrenched food gap whose
size reached about 12.1 billion U.S. Dollars in 1996.

-Most of Arab economies suffer from the problem of
unemployment and distorted market of supply and
demand for labor.

Section 2: Constraints arising from direct policies:

It is known that the Afro-Arab economic and
developmental cooperation had achieved great
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advancements since the beginning of the sixties of the
last century and its institutional inauguration at the first
Afro-Arab Summit conference in 1977. However, it
was not long before this cooperation saw a remarkable
decline due to lots of rifts caused by the complex
political circumstances experienced by the Arab region
in particular.

With the beginning of the nineties and in light of the
crucial changes that hit the world order , coupled with the
increased role of aid policy that served as an influential
instrument in shaping up developing countries’ relations
with major powers and international donors, such as the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, voices
started resounding in the African context, wondering
about the feasibility of talks about the strengthening of
Afro-Arab cooperation in light of relative calculations as
to the size of Arab assistance to Africa compared to that
provided by the international community . This is not
to mention the extent of cooperation competition with
the nature of systemic development relations that link
African countries to major world Powers -The United
States of America - China - France — and Great Britain.

Though there have been talks about the necessity to
revive the Afro-Arab cooperation since the holding of
the second -Afro Arab Summit in Sirte, Libya in October

2010, there have already been many serious obstacles to
this cooperation. This is contrary to what is happening in
many international cooperation frameworks forged by
many world political rivals that have often been keen to
keep the door open to any possibility of communication
and rapport as a prelude to finding solutions to strife
and political conflicts, so we will shed light on some
prominent political, economic and technical obstacles as
follows ™ :-

- The political systems (mainly the executive powers)



on both sides are not keen to reactivate the role of their
legislatures in strengthening their relations through
competent institutions. Added to this is the continued
adoption of most issues relevant to these relations away
from those institutions.

- The reluctance of political regimes on both sides,
represented by their competent organs, to market the
concept and content of cooperation among them at
the grassroots levels in order to create public opinion
that understands and supports any steps that might be
taken in the direction of strengthening the bonds of
cooperation between the parties involved, not to mention
the discouragement by these regimes of any effective
contribution from national capitals.

-Inability of political systems, represented by their
competent authorities, to formulate appropriate
operational frameworks to put into practice the
recommendations and decisions from the institutions
and committees of joint cooperation, including the
joint initiatives and efforts made by the private sector,
whether this incapability results from lack of technical
competence and congenial mechanisms or from the
weakness or lack of political will.

- Technical and economic constraints:

-Low level of trade exchange between Arab and African
countries in general.

- Low level of direct Arab investment in both public and

private sectors in Africa.

-The differences over the management of Arab financial
aid offered to Africa, as some Africans raise questions on
the need to involve the African side in the management of
private Arab funding agencies supporting development
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on the continent, while some Arabs believe that this
should be entrusted to the General Secretariat of the
Arab League.

-The Arab aid policy didn’t contain a strategic vision
for strengthening the role of the private sector in Africa
and the Arab world by enabling it to take advantage of
the assistance allocated for development. Aid has often
been used for the purchase of technological equipment
and technical devices from developed countries through
multinational companies. This increased dependence on
developed countries against the will of both Arab and
African countries. It also deprived the Afro-Arab private
sectors from the opportunity of practicing such activities
and making use of their own revenues.

-There emerged some criticism from some Africans
of the nature and role of the Arab Bank for Economic
Development in Africa, as they saw that it was more
appropriate to deposit the Arab funds allocated for the
development of Aftrica at the African Development
Bank in Abidjan in order to conveniently manage these
financial resources. In contrast, some Arabs see the need
to entrust the management of those financial resources
to Arab institutions, as those resources originally came
from Arab, not African countries such as the GCC states.

-Lack of clarity regarding the nature of legislation,
incentives and investment guarantees, particularly in
Aftrican countries.

-Lack of data and

information on investment

opportunities in Africa.

- The difficulty of monetary and fiscal transfers across
some African countries, and lack of constant, reassuring
financial and economic policies, in addition to political
instability.




-Lack of regular and institutional communication
channels between the components of the Afro-Arab
private sector.

Section 3 : Prospects for the development of Afro-
Arab trade and economic cooperation «Priorities and
Opportunities»

Our presentation will attempt at this point to indicate the

steps that should be taken by the political frameworks
responsible for paving the way for strengthening Afro-
Arab economic and trade cooperation. It would then
try to shed light on the priorities and opportunities of
enhancing such cooperation, with reference to some
of the priorities proposed for adoption by the private
sector, as well as the explanation of some successful
experiences related to overcoming some of the obstacles
to cooperation in general.

First: The role of public policy-makers: «The duties and
visions of the political framework»

There is no doubt that the political framework within
which works the component of Arab-African economic
and trade cooperation, represented by decision-makers
in the countries involved, are by and large responsible
for considering the obstacles to cooperation and for
trying to develop solutions necessary to overcome them.
It can be noted initially that Arabs have recently felt
the importance of restoring momentum to the process
of Afro-Arab cooperation. In its final communiqué, the
Arab summit held in Amman in March 2001 called for
Arab leaders to discuss the various aspects of Arab-
African cooperation and emphasized the importance
of pursuing the efforts aimed at strengthening this
cooperation and removing the obstacles to the meetings
of its organs as well as the implementation of its joint
programs.

Then came the resolutions of the Standing Committee
on the Afro-Arab Cooperation, which were issued at
its fourteenth session held in Cairo in March 2010, to
confirm the importance of continuing political and
security cooperation between the two sides, reactivating
its activities between the two organizations (the Arab
League and the African Union), and revitalizing the
proposed joint programs, including by emphasizing the
importance of rotating the joint ministerial meeting on
agricultural development and food security, which was
held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Arab Republic of Egypt, from
February 14 to 16, 2010.

After that, the second Afro-Arab Summit, was held in
Libya in October 2010 , 33 years after the first summit
held in Cairo in 1977, stressed that there is a serious
intention on both sides to bring back cooperation
between them to its halcyon following its actual launch
at Cairo summit. During that summit, a draft Strategy
for Afro-Arab Partnership was presented and focused on
four priority areas, namely: The political aspect, peace
and security, enhancement of investment and trade,
agriculture and food security, and social and cultural
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cooperation ¥ .

Second: Areas of strengthening cooperation and
opportunities:

In the elimination of these obstacles that we have
mentioned in the previous section, there arises a central
question on the issue of Arab-African cooperation: Is
it possible to take short-term practical steps that can

stimulate cooperation at present and then prepare it for
attaining promising breakthroughs in the future? The
answer to this question is yes, as we can talk about many
practical steps that can be taken in order to enhance
cooperation as follows i

A)Commerce :

1 — Reducing customs restrictions by the two sides in
order to encourage trade, while at the same time taking
alternative measures to deal with the effects of such
restrictions on the parties involved.

2 - Boosting technical cooperation programs on
trade policies in order to enable the Arab and African
institutions to discuss on a regular basis the reforms that
have been implemented, and re-examine their potential
impacts on commercial arrangements.

3-Taking interest in providing business information
by governments and the private sector by creating a
network for Arab-African Information in cooperation
with some international institutions.

4-Finding ways to finance trade between the two sides
by the establishment of an Arab-African Foundation for
funding, increasing cooperation among central banks,
and establishing strong, joint financial institutions to
ensure investments and encouraging the establishment
of joint ventures, especially in agriculture and industry,
as the two sides have potentials to do this.

5-Finalizing a study on the establishment of a
preferential trade zone in the Arab and African countries
and indigenizing some consumer industries depending
on raw materials available in some African and Arab
countries, which can be exported both within and outside
the two regions.

6- Working hardly and systematically on studying the



most effective economic and scientific approaches to
establish a pattern of effective Arab-Aftican cooperation
or regional integration on par with similar models, such
as the Andean in Latin America and the ASEAN in Asia
, which are based on the perspective of «integration for
development.

B) Tourism:

Many studies and primary statistics confirm that tourism
is one of the promising sectors in the framework of the
Arab-African cooperation. There is no doubt that there
are great potentials to promote Arab tourism in Aftica.
It has recently been observed that there is an increase
in the volume of tourism between Arab and African
countries as a result of the US-European intransigence
to grant tourist visas to Arabs and Africans in the wake
of September ,11 events, which diverted a large number
of tourists to Arab and African countries.

The juxtaposition of the two regions allows for great
prospects for the development of tourism between them.
Some Arab investors have already begun preliminary,
serious attempts at the establishment of tourist projects
in Africa, particularly in the Southern Aftrican region.

It is known in general that tourism in Africa is growing
relatively reasonably, especially in South Africa, which
has become a distinctive tourist attraction. The number
of tourists coming to Africa is estimated at about 18
million a year. The rate of tourism in Africa has evolved
reasonably, but the continent’s share of international
tourism revenues generally remains modest at no more
than 2.9% and 1.7%. The point is that the number of
African countries considered as tourist destinations is
very limited, as tourism is mainly concentrated in the
countries of North and South Africa as well as other
countries such as Gambia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda etc.

It is also observed in the recent years that there is a
growing tourist activity in African countries that account
for 47.8% of the volume of Africa’s foreign tourism.
A large African tourist market is held biennially, with
inputs coming from some Arab countries.

C) Culture and Media:

There is no doubt that an integrated Afro-Arab cooperation
is in a dire need of stimulation in the fields of culture
and the media. In the present day world, these areas have
decisive effects on the formation of critical trends of public
opinion worldwide. In this regard, some steps have been
taken to promote cultural and media cooperation between
the two regions. These include serious efforts made by
some Arab countries, especially Egypt, Algeria, Libya,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Yemen, in terms of providing
thousands of scholarships for African students to study at
these countries’ institutes, in addition to the establishment
of Arab Cultural Centers in some Aftican countries.
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A number of cooperation agreements were also signed
between some Arab media agencies and their African
counterparts. There is also an enthusiasm to make the
transmission of some Arab satellite channels reach
Africa. A meeting was held in Cairo in 1990, among the
heads of Afro-Arab media organizations, during which
they agreed on the possibility of using the Arab satellite
and the African Network of Communications for the
exchange of television programs, the establishment of
medium-sized centers and ground broadcast stations in
an African country in order to serve as the central feed
for the two sides.

The Union of African Journalists, based in Cairo, has
contributed to training of hundreds of African journalists
during the last two decades in journalism, including the
press, radio and television.

D) Youth and Sport:

It is known that youth and sports sector is one of the most
important avenues supposed to promote Arab-African
cooperation, especially as sports sector has become one
of the most important investment and business sectors in
the world as evidenced in the memorable contributions
made by African athletes to many sports sectors in
various parts of the world. The reality is that the two sides
have early recognized the importance of strengthening
this sector as a key component of cooperation. They had
entered into cooperation agreement on youth and sports
in 1985, through the Council of Ministers of Arab Youth
and Sports and the Supreme Council of Sport in Africa.

The Cairo Declaration on the Afro-Arab youth and
Sports program was announced in September 1991
,on the sidelines of the fifth African tournament . Such
agreements have identified cooperation frameworks
between the two sides. The Afro-Arab Ministers of
Youth and Sports met in Tunisia in 1992 on the sidelines
of the Arab-African trade fair, and agreed to coordinate
their positions within the international federations
and organizations, to work on the establishment of an
African Centre for Sports Medicine, and to organize
Arab-African games .In addition, a joint meeting of
ministers is held every four years or in coincidence with
each African or Arab tournament, but the majority of
these understandings have not yet been implemented. It
is therefore expected that these efforts will be reactivated
through practical steps and regular procedures to be
taken by both sides.

Third: Role of private sector: «Priorities of action and
visions for partnership»

The role of the private sector indicates its modest
contribution to enhancing Arab-African trade and
economic cooperation in general. It may not be held
full responsible in this regard, as it is well known that
capital does only exist in fertile and safe investment
environments.




Generally, we can refer to some of the steps and priorities
that can be adopted by Arab and African private sectors
in this regard as follows:-

The private sector can encourage and support the
creation of systematic database on trade and investment
environment in African and Arab countries, as well as the
effects of their political, geographic and demographic
circumstances on trade and investment-related decisions
in general. The Private sector’s interest in consolidating
its ties and contacts with official bodies and committees
concerned with the economic and trade cooperation
within the framework of the formal institutional structure
of Afro-Arab relations.

The private sector can exercise an active role in
stimulating national legislative institutions working
on the enactment of legislation and give necessary
incentives to encourage and protect investment and
capital flows.

Keenness of the private sector on both sides to
strengthen ties with each other through the construction
of channels of communication between businessmen
and their various unions, and to hold multiple periodic
and regular meetings, in addition to the exchange of
business and investment information.

Private sector’s support to any government efforts
on both sides to establish a fund or an authority to
ensure investment , free movement of capital, speedy
remittances and an effective, practical mechanism for
appropriate compensation in the face of investment risks
in general.

Keenness of the private sector on reactivating its role
related to its social responsibility, including by resolving
social development problems, and contributing
practically to reducing the burdens of the poor,
improving their financial capabilities and enabling them
to contribute to production and trade by improving their
purchasing powers.

Private sector’s initiative to establish joint promotional
trade shows, holding marketing ,investment and tourism
conferences and meetings , and sponsoring joint cultural
and media meetings and forums .

Fourth: Successful models on the road to cooperation:

It may be necessary at this juncture to point out a media
fact — or so to speak — which indicates that in as much as
information is known about the size of the obstacles to
the Arab-African cooperation, there is a clear negligence
in marketing the positive aspects of this cooperation, a
fault shared by most of those involved in undertaking
such cooperation on both sides. Accordingly, we
can point out some of the successful experiences and
steps that have been taken in terms of strengthening
cooperation between the two sides through either the
organs concerned or initiatives from unofficial sectors
on both sides as follows *:
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1 - Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa:

This Bank was established in February 1974 in order
to document the links between African and Arab
countries, and to support the economic growth of
African countries within the framework of solidarity
and common interests. It began its operations in some
African countries in March 1975, and its functions were
identified as follows:

- Contribution to the financing of economic development
of Aftican countries.

- Encouraging the contribution of Arab capital to the
development of Africa.

- Contribution to the provision of technical assistance to
development in Aftica.

The Bank finances projects and technical assistance
operations in African countries and provides project
loans. The interest rate ranges between 1 % and 4% per
annum, while the loan term ranges between 18 and 30
years. It further grants a grace period of between four
and ten years, and the priority is given to its activities
in agriculture, infrastructure and human resource
development.

Since its inception, the bank funding have targeted 42
out of the total number of countries eligible to benefit
from its loans and aid; it also targeted some regional
organizations. The loans include a large proportion of
non-refundable grants. For example, the total net loans
granted from 1975 to 2000 amounted to $ 1590 million.

2 - Afro-Arab Trade Fair:

This exhibition was set up in order to support
economic cooperation and promote trade exchange
between Arab and African countries. In June 1989,
the Council of the Arab League and the Council of
Ministers of the Organization of African Unity agreed
the recommendations of the Standing Committee on
the organization of Arab-African trade fair. The first
exhibition was held in Tunisia in October 1993, the
second in Johannesburg in October 1997, and the third
held in Dakar in April 1999.

3 - Week of Afro-Arab Businessmen:

This week was launched out of a common desire
to support the economic and trade cooperation and
investment between the two sides. The council of
the Arab League and the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity approved the holding of
such a week, and the first exhibition was set up in Cairo
in March 1995. We have no information on whether or
not the expo has been held since then. The fact of the
matter is that the experience was successful.

4-Association of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent
Councils in Africa and the Arab World (ASSECAA):



The Association, which is one of the regional
governmental organizations, is regarded as the most
recent emerging Afro-Arab cooperation institution.

It was created in 2004 thanks to the efforts made by
many African and Arab countries. ASSECAA’s General
Secretariat has its headquarters in Sana’a. Though the
Association is still nascent, and its material potentials
are modest, it has been able to achieve some relative
successes via the implementation of several joint
activities.

It seeks to achieve its goals, atop of which came the
promotion of bicameralisms and parliamentary efforts,
the strengthening of relations among member states,
considering the issues of common concern, and making
recommendations and decisions thereon. For example,
the Association is sponsoring the meetings of Chambers
of Commerce Industry in Africa and the Arab world,
and contributing to the support of community activities
related to scientific and academic aspects of interest to
the Association.

Theseincludebicameralism, good governance,democracy,human
rights, peace and security issues, the achievement of stability
and development in the Association’s member countries.

The Association also organizes reciprocal visits of
representatives from member councils and sponsors
periodic meetings of women parliamentarians from
member States.

It has recently sponsored a pilot project in the promotion
of young researchers to address issues of interest to the
Association in the areas of development and stability.

The project was launched in Sana’a University,
represented by the Center for Political and Strategic
Studies, in partnership with the Association, which is still
keen on proceeding with such a drive in collaboration
with academic institutions. It is expected that this
project will be circulated later to many universities in
the Association’s member states.

5-Meeting of chambers of commerce and industry in
Aftica and the Arab world:

This meeting came out as a fruit of serious cooperation
between the Association of Senates, Shoora and
Equivalent Councils in Africa and the Arab world, the
business sector in Africa and the Arab world , and the
Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa. The
first meeting was held in South Africa in 2008, whereas
the second took place in Bahrain in 2010. We in turn are
presenting our paper to the third meeting which is held
in Morocco from 29-30 November 2012.

In fact, by looking into the documents issued by the
two previous meetings, the reality confirms that this
relatively recent arrangement has provided an insight
into and practical approaches to the development
of economic and trade cooperation between Africa
and the Arab world. Perhaps, of the most prominent
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objectives the meeting seeks to achieve is to conclude
an agreement on the establishment of Afro-Arab trading
bloc «AATB.» This project could add a lot to the content
of cooperation in case it sees the light of the day in the
near future. Further, the above-mentioned meetings also
came up with a set of recommendations on economic
and trade cooperation between the two sides.

What distinguishes this meeting is the presentation of
a range of specialized work-papers in order to confirm
the Association’s desire for expanding its outlook on the
future of cooperation into specialized and methodical
frameworks, something for which this meeting takes
credit.
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Chapter Two :- Culture

Introductory Remarks

Harnessing Culture for Economic Development
in Africa and Arab World

The term “culture” was first coined by the renowned
English anthropologist Edward B. Taylor in his book,
Primitive Culture, published in 1871. Taylor defined
culture as “that complex whole which includes
knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, custom, and any
other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a
member of society.” Since Taylor’s time, the concept
of culture has become the central focus of anthropology
(Palomar College, 2012).

Kim Ann Zimmermann defined Culture as “the
characteristics of a particular group of people, defined
by everything from language, religion, cuisine, social
habits, music and arts” (Live Science, 2012).

The contribution of culture to economic development
is still widely overlooked. Indeed, the process of
gauging the socio-economic performance of the cultural
sector is a comparatively new trend. Besides, the issue
is a controversial one, as many still hold that cultural
activities are matters of entertainment and intellectual
enlightenment. This leads some to perceive culture
as being of mediocre use in respect of economic
development and must therefore be confined to
grassroots involvement.

Recently, researchers have spelt out the idea that
culture can impact a wide range of policy goals,
including economic development, rural development,
urban revitalization, revenue generation, tourism,
accessibility and participation, diversity, education, and
youth development.

Culture is defined a system of values and norms that are
shared among a group of people and that when taken
together constitute a design for living.

Africa and Arab world are rich in cultural heritage.
The optimum exploitation of cultural legacy in both
regions would go a long way towards driving economic
development.

Culture involves a wide range of cultural activities,
including those integrated within cultural policy, which
are dealing with the conservation, creation/production,
dissemination and trading, as well as education, in all
cultural goods and services. They include conservation
and management of cultural heritage, visual arts,
performing arts and cultural events, among others.

Cultural institutions include those organizations that
enhance cultural comprehension and taste and encourage
creativity such as universities, academies, colleges,
libraries and media outfits.

Economic development is fundamentally about
enhancing the factors of productive capacity, such as
land, labor, capital, and technology of national economy.
It influences growth and restructuring of an economy to
enhance economic well-being. Countries experience
economic growth when the standard of living is rising.

Of high importance is the cultural sector’s contribution
to the economy and poverty alleviation. Cultural
heritage, cultural and creative industries, sustainable
cultural tourism, and cultural infrastructure can serve
as strategic tools for revenue generation, particularly
in developing countries, including Arab and African
countries, given their often-rich cultural heritage and
substantial labour force.

Cultural and creative industries represent one of the
most rapidly expanding sectors in the global economy
with a growth rate of 17.6 % in the Middle East, 13.9 %
in Africa, 11.9 % in South America, 9.7 % in Asia, 6.9
% in Oceania, and 4.3 % in North and Central America.

Cultural Tourism is a powerful vehicle for economic
growth and job creation all over the world. The tourism
sector is directly and indirectly responsible for 8.8
percent of the world’s jobs (258million); 9.1 percent
of the world’s GDP (US$6 trillion); 5.8 percent of the
world’s exports (US$1.1 trillion); and 4.5 percent of the
world’s investment (US$652 billion) (WTTC 2011) .

With its world-class combination of cultural and natural
attractions, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region has long held a powerful allure for tourists. It
has made tourism an important source of revenue and
growth. In 2011, the industry contributed an estimated
US$107.3 billion, representing 4.5 percent of the
region’s Gross Domestic Product, and accounted for 4.5
million jobs, almost seven percent of total employment.

In conclusion, Culture counts. And today more than ever,
it counts for countries, contributing to improving the
quality of life and bringing in economic transformation.
Culture is a full-fledged economic sector that — as any
other — generates impacts on the urban environment,
ranging from direct and indirect expenditure to
employment generation. Therefore, it is incumbent
upon African and Arab governments should work
towards harnessing their cultures for the achievement of
economic development that would enable them catch up
with the advanced countries.



The Role of Cultural Heritage in Boosting
Understanding among Nations

The British Anthropologist Edward B. Taylor (1889)
defines culture  as “that complex whole which
includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom,
and any other capacities and habits acquired by man
as a member of society”.

It is an intellectual and moral activity that springs
from most profound human feelings, an activity that
keeps abreast of time from which it derives an ability
to move on. An intellectual activity is not a mere
effort to comprehend and reproduce information in
accord with a constant pattern; rather, it is a behavior
based on creativity and revival that ultimately aim to
ameliorate and fix the humanitarian situation in a bid
to wipe off its bleakness.

Cultural diversity is a driving force for development
not only in terms of economic growth, but also
in terms of leading a consummate intellectual,
emotional, moral and spiritual life as enshrined in the
international conventions on culture, which provide a
solid ground for reinforcing such a kind of diversity.

Significance of culture

Culture is increasingly gaining significance, as it
plays a pivotal role in pushing forward rapprochement
and dialogue among various cultures. It seeks to meet
the noble goal of forging a consensus on the creation
of a cultural civilization that encourages better co-
existence among peoples by means of communication
and understanding.

Dialogue of civilizations has largely drawn great
attention from researchers and cultural think-tanks,
particularly as it is conducted in a war-ravaged
world. Therefore, dialogue could serve as a panacea
for most of the crises facing the world’s countries,
hence the importance of culture.

Intercultural dialogue is indispensable to all humanity,
especially if it is willing to avert negative conflicts
rather than the civlizational repelling among nations,
which is originally a Divine tenet.

Dialogue among rivals, which is based on a rightful
approach, should prevail among civilizations and
cultures provided that it meets the conditions for
understanding, co-existence, justice and equality.
In addition, all stakeholders can be fully convinced
that the dialogue of civilizations is the most optimal
means to circumvent the problems of wars, conflicts
and terrorism, which should be rightly defined and
conceptualized away from exaggerations, pretexts
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and unjust prejudgments.

More importantly, intercultural dialogue promotes
rapport, reinforces understanding, gives rise to
affection and cordiality, establishes friendships and
contributes to the maintenance of peace and security
of nations.

The UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural
Diversity adopted in 2001 recognizes that cultural
diversity is the common heritage of humanity; it also
acknowledges the potential of inter-cultural dialogue.
The preamble to the Declaration states that “Culture
should be regarded as the set of distinctive spiritual,
material, intellectual and emotional features of
society or a social group, and that it encompasses, in
addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living
together, value systems, traditions and beliefs”.

This Declaration was supplemented in 2005 by the
International Convention on the Protection and
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.
Article 1 of the same Convention states thus:
“Cultural diversity can be protected and promoted
only if human rights and fundamental freedoms,
such as freedom of expression, information and
communication, as well as the ability of individuals
to choose cultural expressions, are guaranteed”.

Like any other nations that cherish and value its
cultural heritage, Africa and Arab world have rich and
deep-rooted cultural patrimony that is inextricably
correlated to originality and novelty, thereby forming
one of the most important sources of culture.

Furthermore, Afro-Arab culture can co-exist with
other contemporaneous cultures only when we pay
attention to the subject based on the objective vision of

deriving benefits from such cultures in such a manner
that never harms national identity. It is incumbent
upon Arab and African nations to prevent their
beliefs from melting away into any other cults and
to keep their values from fusing into other traditions.
They have to awaken their brilliant past, revive their




civlizational record and integrate themselves into the
age, not just standing at the threshold of history or
remaining nostalgic for the past. The once shining
glory that had vanished in the past wouldn’t return
back, except if we keep pace with the dynamics of
the age, and stick to our well-ingrained legacy. This
means that we should set the objectives we wish to
attain and to build a new road to the glory by creating
a reality that elevates us to the ranks of the advanced
nations.

Cultural heritage:

Heritage is usually defined as a set of cultural
components which are transmitted from one
generation to another. These largely reflect their
own cultural sustainability in terms of time and
setting. Besides, legacy includes proverbs, sayings,
and tales in addition to visible actions and practices.
In other words, it is the legacy of physical artifacts
(cultural property) and intangible attributes of a group
or society that are inherited from past generations,

ASSECAA:Vision| & Achievements|(Second/Issue)

1-Tangible Cultural Heritage:

It is the intellectual legacy which is composed of
what ancestors, including scholars, thinkers, artists
and creative people, who served as  witnesses on
their eras, had left behind  such as masterpieces and
manuscripts indicative of their existence.

In other words, Tangible heritage includes buildings
and historic places, monuments, artifacts, etc., which
are considered worthy of preservation for the future.
These include objects significant to the archaeology,
architecture, science or technology of a specific
culture.

2-Intangible Cultural Heritage:

It is also called social heritage that includes
lifestyle, attitudes, discipline, behaviors, customs
and habits, proverbs, traditions and social value
system. It also covers handicrafts, artifacts, and
architecture. It also comprises traditions or forms
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maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit
of future generations.

Though the term “cultural heritage” has increasingly
become familiar, many still don’t know what is
it and why should we preserve it? The term has
changed content considerably in recent decades.
Cultural heritage does not end at monuments and
collections of objects. It also includes traditions or
living expressions inherited from our ancestors and
passed on to our descendants, such as oral traditions,
performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive
events, knowledge and practices concerning nature
and the universe.

Cultural heritage can be categorized into two types:
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of living expressions inherited from forbearers and
exchanged by successive generations. These include
oral expressions, show arts, social practices, rituals,
festivals and other practices related to the nature and
universe, as well as the information and skills related
to traditional handicrafts.

Further, intangible cultural heritage is not restricted
to past traditions; rather, it includes contemporary
rural and urban practices shared by various cultural
groups. It is an all-encompassing legacy , as the forms
of expressions we practice may well be corresponding
to those practiced by others who may either hail from
nearby villages, or remote cities or have migrated to
and settled in different areas. Anyway, various forms
of expressions are regarded as an intangible cultural



heritage, which was passed on from one generation to
another; these forms evolved in response to previous
generations’ environment, thereby giving us a sense
of identity and continuity and serving as a link
between the past, the present and the future.

This type of legacy never raises questions about
whether or not some practices are peculiar of a
particular culture; it contributes to reinforcing
social cohesion and feeds a sense of belongingness
and responsibility, a matter that further galvanizes
individuals’ sense of belonging to a specific local
community or various local communities and that
they are one in the same.

In view of the significance of the cultural heritage,
the International intergovernmental committee for
the Safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, a
UNESCO-run body, resolved during its sixth session

ASSECAA:\Vision!& Achievementsi(SecondISsue)

project for the enforcement of the Convention on the
safeguarding of cultural heritage in several countries,
with the participation of France-based World Cultures
House.

Transmission and Conservation:

Defining cultural heritage entails mentioning the issue
of transmission and conservation as manifested in
the definition of heritage. Heritage is a legacy that is
passed on from one generation to another. Therefore,
transmission and inheritance are a prerequisite for
considering a cultural item a heritage. Regardless
of its past value and importance , heritage needs to
discovered, preserved and revived and displayed in
order for it to remain effective and live in such a way
as to open up new avenues for people.

Preservation:

held on the Indonesian island of Bali in 2011, to place
new components of heritage on its list consisting of
over 200 components of intangible cultural heritages
in a dire need of urgent safeguarding. This brought to
29 the number of cultural heritage elements from only
9 countries, which need to be urgently safeguarded.
The representative intangible cultural heritage list
consists of 232 elements from some 70 countries.
Still, there is a list of the best safeguarding practices.
States parties to the Convention on the Preservation of
Intangible Cultural heritage are entitled to nominate
their cultural heritage components for placement on
the said list. There have so far been 139 countries
signatory to the convention adopted by the UNESCO
conference held in 2003. The Intergovernmental
Committee for Safeguarding the Intangible Heritage
is made up of 24 members who are elected by the
general assembly of the states parties to the convention
and half of whom have their terms of office renewed
every two years.

It is worth mentioning that UNESCO, backed by
the EU, undertook the Live Mediterranean heritage

The preservation of cultural heritage connotes the
preservation thereof. The basic value of heritage
lies in the fact that it stands for a nation’s patrimony,
wisdom, collective sense and its unity inherited from
the past, which contributes to the creation of its
awareness in the present.

Therefore, a nation is unlikely to make use of its
heirloom except if it felt the need to recognize
it, strived for self-quest and prepared itself for
shouldering the responsibility of transmitting same to
next generations. In a sense, a country must preserve
its cultural patrimony before it is too late as a prelude
to passing it on to the next generations.

Preservation of legacy has two connotations to it: the
first implies the protection of antiquities, monuments
and archeological sites.

It also means preserving antiquities, landmarks and
historic sites i.e. keeping them intact as transmitted to
us. This also implies they should remain unchanged
and devoid of any distortions, in addition to preventing
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them from being plundered, stolen and or smuggled.

The second implication is that  legacy, which is
a background to our civilization, must be revived
by means of exposing and repairing it based on
scientific methods. It should also be in collected,
projected, studied and propagated. More importantly,
legacy items, such as masterpieces and relics, should
be registered and documented in order to make
them explicable and profoundly conceptual. It also
indicates making best use of , and encouraging
reproduction of legacy.

Aswe live in developing societies that need to utilize
science and technology as a contemporary form of
future heritage, we feel that we have an adequate
amount of maturity that enable us to preserve our
cultural identity in a tumultuous world dominated
by supreme cultures that are potentially capable of

As cultural legacy is unique and irreplaceable, we
must take the onus of preserving and safeguarding
it, and spreading awareness of the dangers to such
patrimony.

As ASSECAA member countries, like other world
countries, are being influenced by globalization
whose future consequences are unanticipated, we
should admit that our ability to learn about cultural
heritage, which is integral to our national identity,
has become too limited. Hence, we should not
blame people for this , as their ability to learn about
all the elements of their legacy is a daunting task, in
addition to the dearth of the personnel specialized in
safeguarding and preserving heritage as well as the
scarcity of technological devices that enable these
employees do their job in full.

The role that can be played by civil society

uprooting feeble ones, whose people are oblivious to
the tools of enhancing and advocating same.

ASSECAA member states’ cultural legacy, with
its diverse dimensions, is either intangible such as
antiquities and other human cultural leftovers, in-
kind and intangible, or tangible heritage inherited by
successive generations. Like other world countries,
ASSECAA member countries’ tangible and intangible
heritage runs the risk of being obliterated due to the
increasing effects of globalization as in the case of
other world countries that have recently discerned the
significance of cultural heritage in establishing the
pillars of society, projecting its identity, and building
up bridges of intercultural dialogue in a conflict-
ridden world.

organization in conserving cultural heirloom cannot
be overemphasized. We should not also be oblivious
of the fact that a magazine to be designed for
gathering information on the niceties and nuances of
cultural heritage must be established in order to help
researchers on cultural heritage find the sought after
information.

Lezgislation:

Any talk of heritage entails debating policies,
legislations, plans and programs that should be
undertaken by the competent authorities, scientific
and cultural institutions. It also involves talking about
unofficial efforts as well as regional and international
cooperation meant to develop scientific and empirical
practices that preserve and revive legacy. This is
because the preservation of heirloom is a collective



responsibility. Indeed, heritage is a public property
that may intersect with genuine cultural properties; it
is an integral part of the public sector rather than the
private sector.

The principles of crystallizing and framing common
legislation on cultural heritage can be summed up as
follows:

1-Legitimate reciprocation of historical and cultural
qualities, which enriches social and cultural existence
of nations and people, and enhances mutual respect,
affection and friendship among them.

2- A nation’s movable cultural heritage is regarded as
a basic component of its culture and civilization, in
addition to being an integral part of universal human
culture. This requires a regional cooperation on
fighting theft and smuggling of cultural properties.

3-Safeguarding and preserving historic cultural
properties against the dangers of illegal excavations,
thievery and smuggling, which is the duty of
governments.

4-Clandestine diggings at archeological sites, larceny,
illegal importation and exportation of cultural objects
constitute a key reason for lack of such properties in
the countries of origin.

5-Setting up a good system for conserving immovable
cultural heritage and enhancing coordination and
cooperation among the institutions concerned
with combating the theft and trafficking of cultural
properties.

6-Documentation, preparation and inventorying of
national cultural properties.

7-Convenient oversight of archeological excavations
and standardizing the tools of preserving cultural
properties at discovery sites.

8-Practical steps must be taken to boost public
awareness of the necessity of safeguarding public
properties.

9-Educational, scientific and technical institutions
should be encouraged to preserve cultural objects,
upgrade and expand museums and support
cooperation on preserving and exchanging cultural
properties among Afro-Arab museums.

10-There should be issued security clearances
allowing the export of some cultural objects while
at the same time banning the illegal exportation of
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unlicensed items that should be repatriated to the
country of origin if exported illegally.

11-Enhancing international cooperation on fighting
the smuggling of cultural objects with the countries
of origin, and working towards repatriating smuggled
items , and bringing those accused of running them
to account.

12-Confirming the inalienable right , in each and
every country, to the classification of cultural objects

, and announcing that some of these objects are
,‘Y‘ W

inconvertible , and banning their exportation to other
countries.

Spreading awareness of cultural heritage:

People’s poor awareness or rather ignorance of the
importance of cultural heritage is a key reason for its
decay and/ or loss of most of its elements. Thus, we
should enhance awareness of the cultural legacy in
order to create a close link between citizens and their
patrimony so that they can convincingly preserve and
safeguard it.

Legacy can never be conserved unless people
are educated on its significance, given that the
preservation of same contributes to the protection
of national identity. This matter can look idealistic;
however, people should realize that the conservation
of heirloom would ultimately be for the common
good of all citizens. Thus, it is incumbent upon every
citizen to do his/her utmost to serve the public interests
of their country. In other words, the preservation
of heritage should not be only the responsibility of
government and its competent institutions.

Consequently, long-term educational programs
should be undertaken to spread awareness of the
importance of cultural heritage among people and
governments, something that should be prioritized
and given a sense of urgency in order to salvage
the remaining semblance of cultural heritage whose
values are crumbling under the strikes of the axes of
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artificial modernity.
These include but not restricted to the following:
-Setting up more museums.

-Production and distribution of cultural heritage-
related publications.

-Confirming the role of the general public in
preserving legacy and employing it for the benefit of
the masses.

-Circulating all legislation on cultural heritage.

-Encouraging all countries, including their provinces,
cities, and villages, to project their historic milestones.

Citizens’ respect for and compliance with heritage
conservation laws and their cooperation with the
competent authorities, including by reporting any
incidents of smuggling and or stealing cultural
objects, would enable these to timely take the
necessary measures to preserve historical sites and
cultural objects.

The importance of conserving cultural heritage
indicates that it is an integral part of any country’s
national legacy; therefore, genuine efforts should be
exerted to spread awareness of the significance of
cultural heritage. These include the documentation
of cultural heritage in ASSECAA member states,
enactment of heritage preservation laws, laying out a
national strategy to safeguard it and then undertaking
awareness programs on the intangible -cultural
heritage. In addition, media outlets must be engaged in
setting out communication plans, integrating heritage
in all government polices and plans in each country,
and then engaging people in identifying and debating
the phenomena that reflect negatively or positively
on the sustainability and vitality of cultural heritages.
Further, awareness drives should be consistent with
cultural heritage legislations, in addition to the fact
that a local, regional and international strategies
should be laid out for the purpose of preserving
the cultural heritage. It is also necessary to make
an inventory of ASSECAA member states’ cultural
heritage elements as per the UNESCO standards for
the safeguarding of legacy.

Summary of the work-paper authored by Dr. Yusuf
Mohammed Abdullah, Professor of Archeology, Sana’a
University

Summary of the work-paper “Towards a
Common_Strategy for a Culture of Peace in
Africa & the Arab world” authored by Ms.

Tigist Yeshiwas Engdaw- Institute for Peace
and Security Studies (IPSS)

Culture of Peace

According to the definition adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly, a Culture of Peace
consists “of values, attitudes and behaviors that reflect
and inspire social interaction and sharing based on
the principles of freedom, justice and democracy,
all human rights, tolerance and solidarity, that reject
violence and endeavor to prevent conflicts by tackling
their root causes to solve problems through dialogue
and negotiation and that guarantee the full exercise
of all rights and the means to participate fully in the
development process of their society”(UNESCO, 1995).

N

Africans and Arabs share the common experience of
being colonized, subjected to slavery, and deprived of
their basic human rights, with apartheid being unique
to South Africa. Through their struggle against these
injustices, they regained their inspiration and realized the
importance of the “culture of peace.” It is necessary to
establish the reasons behind the existence of the culture
of violence in a given society. Knowing the root causes
of the problem will help to transform a society from the
“Culture of violence” to the “Culture of peace.”

Therefore, what actions need to be taken to achieve this
end goal?

The International Congress on “Peace in the Minds of
Men” which took place in Cote d’Ivoire in 1989 urged
the UNESCO to come up with numerous resolutions
regarding the culture of peace. In addition, the UN
General Assembly adopted in 1999 the “Declaration
and Program of Action for a Culture of Peace”, which
focuses on eight action areas:

1.Fostering a culture of peace through education.

2.Promoting sustainable economic and social development.



3.Promoting respect for all human rights.

4 Ensuring equality between women and men.
participation.

6.Advancing understanding, tolerance and solidarity.

7.Supporting participatory communication and the free
flow of information and knowledge.

8.Promoting international peace and security.

To implement this Program of action, UNESCO held
in Cote d’Ivoire in June 2012 a Reflection Forum with a
subregional focus:

« A Culture of Peace in West Africa: essential for
economic development and social cohesiony.

The Africa Union on its part has set a strategic plan to
build Culture of Peace in Aftica. To translate its vision of
having “an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Aftica,
driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic
force in global arena”, the Africa Union Commission
has identified four strategic pillars as follows:

1. Peace and Security

2. Integration, Development and Cooperation
3. Shared Values

4. Institution and Capacity Building

These pillars constituted the strategic focus around
which the Commission implements programmes and
actions meant to address the major challenges facing
the African Continent.

We may be obliged to ask: “What are the (re)sources of
‘Culture of Peace’ in Africa and Arab countries?”

We can consider the entire continent of Africa and the
Arabregion as both asource and resource for the culture
of peace. We may also, at the same time, consider the
“Culture of peace” as a source and a resource for both
regions.

However, African and Arab sources and resources
do not stand in isolation; rather they are affected by
a global culture, which is becoming more and more
individualistic and materialistic. African and Arab values
are under the constant threat of being marginalized while
their resources are often the source of war and conflict.

At the continental level, the African Union has also
launched a series of political initiatives and programmes
aimed at achieving peace and sustainable development,
as did the Arab League.

Launching series of political initiatives and programs
aiming at achieving peace and sustainable development
is very vital and great. How to convert the initiatives
and the programs into action and sound implementation,
beyond rhetoric, is the question that needs to be
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answered.

The promotion of the concept of “Culture of Peace”
relies heavily on the intrinsic bond between people and
their environment.

Inthe case of Africa, the relationship between individuals,
and the rich biodiversity or shared management of
natural resources (land and water) are some of the
essential pillars in the struggle for the eradication of
poverty and the promotion of a “Culture of Peace.”

Africans have their own way of traditional mechanisms
for conflict resolution. These include, but not restrictive
to, the Gacaca in Rwanda, Gurti in Council of Elders
in Somalia, Ubuntu concept in South Africa, Council
of higher and lower chiefs in Ghana, Mato-Oput in
northern Uganda, in Ethiopia erq in Amahhric and
araara in Oromifia and Sidama.

As the overwhelming majority of Arab Countries are
Muslims their culture is influenced and based on Islamic
teaching which preaches reconciliation and peace. There
we find the term “sulh” constantly in use.

The traditional conflict resolution mechanisms are
legitimate and accepted by the society at large, and

are cost effective. They focus on reconciliation, and
are accessible and proximate. They are characterized
by familiarity and impartiality as well as the broad
participation of the people. The Decisions reached
through arguments, negotiation and discussions made
such mechanisms more legitimate and acceptable.
(Tarkegn A. and Hannah T.2008).

On the other hand, the major weakness of Traditional
Conflict resolutions includes bias against women and
younger people, tendency towards corruption, weak
consciousness of human rights , inequality, intermesh
of social status and gender, and dependence on oral
tradition (Tarkegn A. and Hannah T.2008).

African reconciliations and reintegration concepts may
add value to the discourse and contextual promotion and
alignment of strategy and framework towards “Culture
of Peace”. The Arab experience of “wa’efu wasfehu”,
and “wemen afa we asfeha”, which means (forgive and
get reconciled) also add value to the “Culture of Peace”.
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Africa’s Contribution to a “Culture of Peace”

According to one of the leading experts on “Culture
of Peace,” David Adams, “Africa’s contribution to
culture of peace is very significant. Like people on
other continents, Africans always had culture of war
at a tribal level, (with the exception of the Nile River
Valley), but they did not use war to create empires.

The division of Africa into warring nation-states was
imposed by the Europeans. The pre-colonial Aftrica
was marked by effective peace-making traditions
of dialogue and mediation at the community level.

Those conventions were based on respect for the
elders (both men and women).

These traditions re-emerged during the freedom
struggle in South Africa, both in the Peace Process
involving local peace committees and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission which was presided over
by Desmond M.Tutu.

David Adams explains that the traditions are “re-
emerging” because they were largely suppressed by the
Europeans when they conquered Africa. David further
states that: “In pre-colonial times, there was a tradition
of the Bashingantahe, elders who did mediation
and peace-making. But they were systematically
assassinated by the colonial power. After all, peace-
making is a kind of power since it unites people, and it
is difficult to conquer a people that are united”.

African states have become increasingly active in
seeking African-owned solu—tions to the continental
challenges, and taking measures towards development
of their peace and se—curity mechanisms, and have
become aware that seeking the transition of “Culture
of Peace” involves establishing new democratic
structures and not military solutions. (UNECA/IGAD,
2012).

The Arab spring towards “Culture of Peace”

According to David Adams, the Arab Spring brought
hope, but instead of economic stability and prosperity,
it has brought instability and massive unemployment.

Despite the ongoing violence in countries like Syria,
Egypt, Libya and Yemen, the Arab spring has provided

rich education for peace and non-violence.

Ismail Seragedin, in his analysis, raised the initiatives
for non-violence in Yemen and the experience of non-
violence in Palestine, especially as both countries that
are suffering the most from violence.

Considering the case of Egypt, which in addition to
political crises faces economic crises, David Adams
discusses the military intervention, which truly brings
about a certain “stability” compared to prevailing
chaos.

He argues that “whenever the military takes control,
it brings the culture of war: authoritarian governance,
threat and/or utilization of wviolence, intolerance
and identification of “internal enemies”, control of
information, and violation of human rights, male
supremacy and development by exploitation.”

Confirming this analysis, one of the first acts of
Egypt’s new military administration was to shut down
four television stations. And UN human rights chief
Navi Pillay has expressed concern over reports of
the detention of leading members of Egypt’s Muslim
Brotherhood.

We need to consider whether the Arab Spring can
inspire democratic movements in the two regions in
light of the eight program areas of the Culture of Peace:

1.Democratic Participation: This is at the center of
the Arab revolutions. With the participation of all
people in elections that involve ballots not bullets, the
struggle for democracy in the Arab states becomes part
of an even more global movement in recent decades.

2.Human rights: In the long run, this is crucial. “The
willingness of new governments to respect rights
will determine whether those uprisings give birth to
genuine democracy or simply spawn authoritarianism
in new forms.” (Human Rights Watch)

“Creation of a rights-respecting state can be
painstaking work that requires building effective
institutions of governance, establishing independent
courts, creating professional police, and resisting the